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Introduction 

Introduction  to  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 


Service  Since  1858 

The  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind  (APH)  has  served  our  nation’s 
blind  and  visually  impaired  citizens 
since  before  the  Civil  War.  Founded 
in  1858,  APH  is  the  oldest  company 
in  the  U.S.  dedicated  to  creating 
products  for  blind  people  and  is  the 
largest  organization  of  its  kind  in 
the  world. 

Extensive  Range  of  Products 

APH’s  product  lines  uphold  our 
mission  and  include  a wide  variety  of 
unique  educational  and  daily  living 
items.  A few  examples  of  our  hundreds 
of  products  include;  braille  and  large 
print  textbooks  and  tests;  talking 
educational  software;  mobile  accessible 
technology;  tactile  graphics  tools;  and 
science  and  mathematics  teaching  kits. 

In  partnership  with  the  field  of 
blindness,  the  APH  Department  of 
Research  supports  the  creation  of  a 
wide  range  of  products  by  maintaining 
ongoing  product  research  and 
development. 

APH’s  product  offerings  are  detailed 
in  our  print  catalog  and  our  accessible 
online  shopping  site,  which  are 
organized  into  the  core  curriculum 
and  the  National  Agenda’s  expanded 
core  curriculum  instructional  areas. 

Specialty  products  such  as  digital 
audio  books  and  braille  restaurant 
menus  are  created  by  APH  for 
commercial  customers.  In  addition. 


APH  makes  custom-ordered  materials 
on  demand,  such  as  braille  and  large 
print  textbooks. 

Unique  Services  Offered 

A few  examples  of  the  many  services 
offered  by  APH  include: 

• The  APH  News  monthly  newsletter, 
featuring  the  latest  information  on 
APH  products  and  services. 

• The  Louis  accessible  materials 
database,  including  the  APH  File 
Repository. 

• NIP  Training  Events:  APH  partners 
with  Ex  Officio  Trustees  and 
others  to  provide  National 
Instructional  Partnership  events 
across  the  country.  Contracted 
experts  present  expanded 
instruction  on  the  use  of  APH 
products  in  educational  settings  and 
across  educational  curricula. 

• Braille  and  audio  magazines:  APH 
offers  free  subscriptions  to  accessible 
editions  of  Reader's  Digesfund 
NewsweeH.  Donations  are  accepted 
to  defray  costs. 

Mandate  and 
Corporate  Status 

Much  of  APH’s 
mandate  is  derived 
from  the  federal  Act  to 
Promote  the  Education 
of  the  Blind  of  1879. 

This  act  designates  APH 
as  the  official  supplier 


of  educational  materials  to  all  eligible 
blind  students  in  the  United  States 
working  at  less  than  college  level. 

APH  is  a private,  nonprofit  501(c)(3) 
corpotation.  Responsibility  for  its 
administration  rests  with: 

• Corporate  Trustees  chosen 
from  the  local  business  and 
professional  community. 

• Ex  Officio  Trustees  from 
educational  and  rehabilitation 
entities  that  serve  students  who 
are  visually  impaired  and  blind 
across  the  United  States  and 
Outlying  Areas. 

APH  voluntarily  complies  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Sarbanes-Oxley 
Act  of  2002  that  sets  the  business 
standards  for  corporate  governance 
and  financial  disclosure. 

For  additional  information  on  APH 
and  its  full  range  of  products  and 
services  that  support  products,  please 
visit  our  informational  website: 
www.aph.org  or  our  shopping  site: 
http://shop.aph.org 
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Financial  and  Production  Highlights 

Fiscal  Year  2014 


Revenue  Dollar 


Types  of  Products  Sold 


68% 

Federal  Quota 
12.6% 

NFS  and  Other 
Federal  Agencies 

7.5% 

Non-government 

Contracts 

11.9% 

Other 


9% 

Electronic  Media 
and  Other 

17% 

Braille 

Publications 

14% 

Large  Type 
Publications 

60% 

Educational  and 
Other  Aids 


APH  Production  Highlights 
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Tuck  Tinsley  III, 
APH  President 


In  reviewing  APH’s  156th  year,  we 
see  one  of  record  sales  and  one 
with  unprecedented  involvement  of 
Ex  Ofhcio  Trustees  and  other  key 
stakeholders  in  the  field.  We  have  a lot 
for  which  to  be  thankful,  especially 
that  we’ve  been  able  to  continue  to 
improve  both  productivity  and  APH’s 
financial  health. 

The  key  to  APH’s  success  is  due  to 
a great  extent  to  three  actions: 

1)  we  know  APH  is  about  products, 
and  our  activities  focus  on  that  fact; 

2)  we  listen  to  our  customers;  and 

3)  we  are  committed  to  getting  better 
at  everything  we  do. 

This  report  provides  highlights  for  2014 
at  APH. 

Educational  Products 

We  ended  FY  2014  on  September  30, 
2014,  with  54  new  catalog  items  for  the 
year.  The  number  of  new  items  is  less 
than  the  89  brought  to  market  in  2013; 
however,  focus  is  maintained  on  quality 
products  needed  by  the  field,  regardless 
of  the  number.  The  new  products 
included: 

• Address:  Earth,  Section  2 - This 
Large  Format  Color  Atlas  meets  70 
readability  guidelines  developed  for 


users  with  low  vision  and/or  color 
perception  problems. 

• Boehm  Preschool,  Tactile 
Edition  - Boehm  Preschool  is  an 
easy-to-administer  tool  that  helps 
identify  children  who  need  help  with 
basic  relational  concepts. 

• Math  Robot  App  for  iOS  - While 
there  are  many  arithmetic  apps, 
most  are  not  accessible  to  students 
who  are  blind  and  visually  impaired. 
Math  Robot  was  designed  for  use  by 
blind,  visually  impaired,  and  sighted 
students  alike,  making  it  ideal  for  use 
by  an  entire  class. 

• Parenting  with  a Visual 
Impairment  — This  book  with  audio 
CDs  shares  helpful  tips,  techniques, 
attitudes,  and  preparatory  experiences 
from  successful  parents  who  are  blind 
and  visually  impaired. 

• Braille  Beads  - These  are  small, 
plastic  rectangles  that  have  braille 
on  one  side  and  incised  print  letters 
on  the  other  side.  Each  bead  has  two 
holes  through  which  wire  or  cord 
may  be  threaded. 

With  54  new  catalog  items  on  the 

market,  we  ended  the  year  with  196 

products  in  some  phase  of  development, 

including  157  in  active  development. 

Accessible  Textbooks 

In  addition  to  the  54  new  products, 

• We  transcribed  151  new  braille 
textbook  titles  utilizing  many  of 
the  475  NLS  Certified  Transcribers 
throughout  North  America  who 
we’ve  identified  and  approved  to 
transcribe  textbooks.  The  quantity  of 
151  is  an  18%  increase  over  the  128 
transcribed  in  2013. 

• APH  produced  1,987,765  hard 
copy  braille  textbook  pages  for 


students,  including  277,809  pages  of 
tactile  graphics. 

• The  Accessible  Textbook  Department 
completed  525  new  large  print 
textbook  orders  (a  3%  decrease  in 
new  LP  orders  over  last  year) 

• 11,465  image  descriptions  were 
written  for  digital  large  print 
textbooks  that  are  available  for 
download  in  the  APH  File  Repository 

• We  ended  FY  2014  with  6,221 
Registered  Users  of  the  Tactile 
Graphic  Image  Library. 

Accessible  Tests 

APH  reviewed/edited/produced  1,222 
unique  tests  and  test-related  materials 
in  2014,  a 36%  increase  over  the  900 
we  handled  in  FY2013.  In  addition, 
the  Accessible  Text  Department  began 
provision  of  a new  service,  consultation. 
Staff  provided  1,456  consulting  hours 
in  2014. 

The  Accessible  Test  Department  worked 
with  both  major  testing  consortia.  Staff 
members  continued  to  provide  support 
to  PARCC  (Partnership  for  Assessment 
of  Readiness  for  College  and  Careers) 
and  Smarter  Balanced  (SMARTER 
Balanced  Assessment  Consortium) 
to  make  their  national  assessments  more 
accessible. 

This  year  we  also  hosted  60  members 
of  CCSSO’s  (Council  of  Chief  State 
School  Officers’)  State  Collaborative 
on  Assessment  and  Student  Standards 
Division  on  Assessing  Special  Education 
Students.  The  group  was  provided  with 
presentations  and  information  on  a 
variety  of  resources. 

Product-Related  Services 

As  a manufacturer,  APH  provides 
services  related  to  manufacturing 
- especially  product  training  and 
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electronic  databases  ot  product 
information. 

In  2014,  we: 

• Provided  product  training  and 
demonstrations  for  12  state  education 
agencies,  12  residential  school 
programs,  and  7 rehabilitation 
programs; 

• Participated  in  125  product  training 
presentations  and  exhibits  at  52 
different  venues; 

• Provided  product  loans  and  onsite 
training  for  9 university  preparation 
programs:  Hunter  College  (NY), 
Portland  State  University  (OR), 

Texas  Tech  University,  Illinois  State 
University,  Kutztown  University 
(PA),  University  of  South  Carolina 
Upstate,  Vanderbilt  University 
(TN),  California  State  University  at 
Los  Angeles,  and  the  University  of 
Kentucky,  and 

• Conducted  7 National  Instructional 
Partnership  trainings  around  the 
country,  focusing  on  The  APH 
Intervention  Continuum  (Sensory 
Learning  Kit,  Symbols  and 
Meaning,  and  Tactile  Connections); 
Adaptations/Products  for  Teaching 
Math;  Cortical  Visual  Impairment; 
and  Adapted  Physical  Education. 

The  Louis  Database  of  Accessible 
Materials  {Louis)  now  contains 
information  for  more  than  406,000 
accessible  textbooks  and  related 
educational  materials  available  from 
more  than  140  agencies,  while  Louis 
Plus  provides  access  to  400,000  more 
textbooks  and  related  materials  from 
Bookshare®,  Learning  Ally™,  and  the 
National  Instructional  Materials  Access 
Center  (NIMAC).  Ihus,  over  800,000 
accessible  Hies  are  just  a click  away  for 


customers  through  Louis  Plus,  APH’s 
unified  search  tool. 

APH  continues  to  work  on  providing 
access  AFB’s  Migel  Library.  At  year- 
end,  the  online  Migel  catalog  featured 
2,830  fully-digitized  items  available  in 
a variety  of  formats,  including  DAISY, 
Kindle®,  EPUB,  and  PDF.  That’s  a 
165%  increase  from  the  1,069  available 
in  2013.  These  items  are  available  at 
Internet  Archive  and  Open  Library.  The 
total  number  of  downloads  from  the 
Migel  Library  page  at  Internet  Archive 
in  2013  was  321,994. 

Collaborations 

Meeting  of  the  Minds— Partnering 
with  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind,  APH  hosted  40  faculty,  staff,  and 
students  from  22  university  personnel 
preparation  programs  in  September 
for  the  fifth  “Meeting  of  the  Minds.” 
University  faculty  and  students  shared 
information  regarding  ongoing  projects 
and  programs  at  their  respective  sites, 
met  with  key  APH  staff  to  discuss  needs 
and  issues  in  the  field,  and  brainstormed 
a prioritized  list  of  new  product  ideas. 

COSB  Outreach  Coordinators 
Forum— We  partnered  with  the 
Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind  to  host 
the  2014  Council  of  Schools  for  the 
Blind  (COSB)  Outreach  Coordinators 
Forum  in  Louisville.  Attendees  met 
with  Research  Department  project 
leaders  to  review  new  and  upcoming 
products,  toured  APH,  and  met  with 
other  members  of  the  APH  staff. 

Collaborative  Instructional  Project 

— Students  at  both  undergraduate  and 
graduate  levels,  and  faculty  from  the 
teacher  personnel  preparation  program 
at  Vanderbilt  University  visited  APH  in 
April.  Also,  students  and  faculty  from 
the  LJniversity  of  Kentucky  personnel 


prep  program  made  two  visits  to  APH 
during  2014. 

Transforming  Braille  Group  —The 
Transforming  Braille  Group  (TBG) 
was  formed  in  2011  with  one  goal: 
to  dramatically  reduce  the  cost  of 
electronic  braille  displays.  For  more 
than  two  years,  TBG,  in  conjunction 
with  an  engineering  company  in 
Boston,  reviewed  63  proposed 
technologies  from  14  countries. 

After  identifying  a technology  that 
will  reduce  the  cost  of  refreshable 
braille  devices  by  90%,  an  LLC  was 
formed  by  APH  and  the  following  nine 
organizations: 

• Association  Valentin  Haiiy  (France) 

• Ganadian  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind 

• National  Federation  of  the  Blind 
(USA) 

• Norwegian  Association  of  the  Blind 
and  Partially  Sighted 

• Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  (USA) 

• Royal  National  Institute  of  Blind 
People  (UK) 

• Royal  New  Zealand  Foundation  of 
the  Blind 

• Sightsavers  (India) 

• Vision  Australia 

APH  is  performing  the  executive 
function  of  the  LLG,  assuring  agreed 
upon  specifications  are  followed  in  the 
development  of  this  new  product.  The 
LLG  contracted  with  Orbit  Research, 
the  company  that  produced  the 
Orion  TI-84  Plus  Talking  Graphing 
Galculator  for  APH,  to  prcxluce  a stand- 
alone 20-cell  refreshable  braille  display 
for  approximately  $300.  Tlie  LLG  is 
investing  $1.3  million  in  the  project, 
with  no  expected  return  on  investment. 
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The  product  is  scheduled  to  be  launched 
at  the  California  State  University- 
Northridge  (CSUN)  conference  in 
March,  2016. 

Social  Media 

We  continued  to  expand  APH’s  social 
media  presence  during  2014. 

• We  added  an  APH  page  to  the 
Pinterest  sharing  site,  with  “boards” 
featuring  many  topics,  including 
Cortical  Visual  Impairment,  Early 
Literacy,  and  Assistive  Technology. 

• Our  award-winning  “Fred’s 
Head  from  APH”  blog  contains 
approximately  3,000  searchable 
articles.  Included  are  articles  about 
APH  products,  people,  and  events; 
as  well  as  articles  about  dozens  of 
topics  of  interest  to  blind  readers.  The 
blog  averages  over  40,000  page  views 
each  month,  an  increase  of  33%  over 
the  previous  fiscal  year.  Long-time 
APH  employee  Fred  Gissoni,  the 
inspiration  for  the  Fred’s  Head  blog, 
passed  away  in  September,  2014. 

We  celebrate  Fred’s  life  as  a tireless 
advocate  for  visually  impaired  and 
blind  people. 

• Our  number  of  “Likes”  for  APH’s 
Facebook  page  has  increased  30%  as 
compared  to  2013. 

• We  now  have  over  5,000  Twitter 
followers  who  receive  short  messages 
Irom  APH  each  business  day.  This  is 

a 33%  increase  in  followers  over  2013. 

APH  Website 

Most-visited  pages  of  our  main  website 
included  the  Products  information 
page.  Catalogs  page.  Physical  Education 
page,  CVI  page,  Mary  Ingalls  page  in 
our  Museum  section.  New  & Revised 
Products  page,  and  our  guidelines  for 
creating  clear  print  documents  page. 


An  interesting  note  is  that  20%  of  the 
traffic  to  our  site  in  2014  was  through 
mobile  devices. 

Online  Shopping  Site 

Improvements  to  the  shopping  are 
continuous  and  in  2014  included: 

• easier  to  locate  extended  product 
descriptions; 

• addition  of  multiple  photos  to 
product  pages; 

• addition  of  more  links  to  product 
videos; 

• improved  organization  of  products  on 
category  browse  pages;  and 

• improved  wording  for  clarity  on 
shopping  pages 

FY  2014  Appropriation  and 
Federal  Census  Data 

While  APH  was  flat-funded  from  2013 
to  2014,  we  didn’t  have  a sequestration 
cut  (5.2%)  as  we  did  in  2013.  Thus, 
the  appropriation  increased  from  $23.2 
million  in  2013  to  $24.5  million  in 
2014;  and  increased  the  per  student 
allocation  from  $297.26  in  2013  to 
$305.60  in  2014. 

Data  for  2014  regarding  the  Act  to 
Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
indicate  the  number  of  legally  blind 
students  registered  was  60,393, 

an  increase  of  772  from  the  number 
registered  for  FY  2013.  The  2014 
appropriation  provided  $305.60  per 
student  for  educational  materials,  a 
2.8%  ($8.34)  increase  over  the  $297.26 
per  capita  allocation  in  2013.  Of  the 
60,393  students,  8.5%  (5,147)  were 
registered  as  braille  readers,  29.2% 
(17,647)  as  visual  readers,  9.2%  (5,529) 
as  auditory  readers,  18.3%  (11,028)  as 
pre-readers,  and  34.8%  (21,042)  as  non- 
readers. Of  this  group,  83%  (50,205) 


were  registered  by  state  departments 
of  education,  8.5%  (5,133)  wete 
registered  by  residential  schools  lor  the 
blind,  6.1%  (3,661)  were  registered 
by  rehabilitation  programs,  and  2.3% 
(1,394)  were  registered  by  programs  for 
the  multiply  disabled. 

FY  2014  Sales 

Total  sales  of  $30,601,775  exceeded 
2013’s  record  by  $222,429.  While  sales 
to  Quota  customers  were  down,  all-time 
highs  were  hit  in  2014  in  sales  ol  braille- 
related  materials,  sales  of  tests-related 
products,  and  sales  to  non-Quota 
customers.  Educational  Aids  continued 
to  be  the  highest  selling  product  line 
at  $9.9  million,  followed  by  Electronic 
Products  at  $8.9  million. 

Closing 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and 
administration  of  APH,  we  close  by 
expressing  sincere  appreciation  to  all  the 
professionals  who  participate  with  us 
at  APH  in  administering  the  critically 
important  1879  Act  to  Promote  the 
Education  of  the  Blind.  And  finally, 
we  salute  APH’s  corporate  Board  ol 
Trustees  and  dedicated  employees, 
without  whom  APH  would  not  exist. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


W.  Barrett  Nichols 

Chairman 


Tuck  Tinsley  III,  Ed.D. 

President 
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Secretary’s  Report 


2014  FORMAL  MEETING  OF  EX  OFFICIO  TRUSTEES 

The  l46th  Formal  Meeting  of  the  Ex  Officio  Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House 
for  the  Blind  (APH)  convened  at  1:00 p.m.,  October  18,  2014,  at  the  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel 
in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  The  following  conferees  were  present: 


Ex  Officio  Trustees 

James  Adams  (OK) 

Doug  Anzlovor  (IL) 

Collette  Bauman  (MI) 
Michael  Bina  (MD) 
Stephanie  Bissonette  (VT) 
Carrie  Brasier  (MA) 

Jackie  Brennan  (PA) 
Madeleine  Burkindine  (KS) 
Joyce  Burwell  (MD) 

Joseph  Catavero  (NY) 
Suzanne  Dalton  (FL) 

Brian  Darcy  (ID) 

William  Daugherty  (TX) 
Jim  Downs  (GA) 

Karen  Duffy  (NE) 

Jim  Durst  (IN) 

Leslie  Durst  (IN) 

Donna  Earley  (SC) 

Kim  Esco-Collins  (MS) 
David  Feinhals  (NJ) 

Lori  Foley  (ND) 

Sally  Giittinger  (NE) 

Rosa  Gomez  (CA) 

Christine  Hinton  (NJ) 
Marjorie  Kaiser  (SD) 

Rohin  King  (LA) 

Bill  Koehler  (AZ) 

Teresa  Lacy  (AL) 

Mary  Lane  (NH) 

Carolyn  Lasater  (UT) 
Charlotte  Lowry  (AL) 
Cheryl  Manuel  (KS) 

Paula  Mauro  (OH) 

Carol  McCarroll  (TN) 
Craig  Meador  ( WA) 

Martin  Monson  ( I N) 


Cathy  Nadberazny  (PA) 

Scott  Blome 

Nancy  Niebrugge  (CA) 

Bob  Belknap 

Kristin  Oien  (MN) 

Bob  Brasher 

James  Olson  (CO) 

Vicki  Buns 

Paul  Olson  (ND) 

Nancy  Lacewell 

John  Oliveira  (MA) 

Mary  Nelle  McLennan 

Jonn  Paris-Salb  (CA) 

Julia  Myers 

Faanati  Penitusi  (AS) 

Gary  Mudd 

Paula  Penrod  (KY) 

Becky  Snider 

Brent  Pitt  (TX) 

Jane  Thompson 

Marie  Piquon-Leach  (NC) 

Tuck  Tinsley 

Greg  Polman  (IL) 
Jeanne  Prickett  (FL) 

Debbie  Willis 

Serena  Preston  (IL) 

Minutes  of  the  Business 

Todd  Reeves  (PA) 

Meeting 

Dorinda  Rife  (MA) 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  a 

Luz  Robles  (PR) 

welcome  from  Dr.  Tuck  Tinsley  III, 

Karen  Ross  (MA) 

President  and  member  of  APH’s  Board 

Steven  Rothstein  (MA) 

of  Trustees.  Ex  Officio  Trustees  in 

Sharon  Sacks  (CA) 

attendance  introduced  themselves,  and 

Donna  See  ( WV) 

indicated  the  programs  they  represented 

Chris  Short  (lA) 

and  how  long  they  had  served  as  Ex 

Bobby  Simpson  (LA) 

Officio  Trustees.  APH  staff  members 

Jean  Small  (ME) 
Donna  Sorensen  (MT) 

also  introduced  themselves. 

Lee  Speer  (SC) 

Comments  Regarding  FY2014 

Dean  Stenehjem  (WA) 

Dr.  Tinsley  advised  the  Ex  Officio 

William  Tubilleja  (NC) 

Trustees  that  an  organizational 

Pepper  Watson  (OK) 

assessment  ol  APH  was  being 

Dan  Wenzel  (MN) 

conducted  by  Campbell  & Co. 

Tony  Woodell  (AR) 

Dr.  Tinslev  recognized  Bob  Brasher’s 

Angyln  Young  (AR) 

APH  Staff 

pending  retirement  and  exemplary 
service  to  the  field  and  to  APH. 

Ralph  Bartley 

Carv  Mudd,  Vice  President  ol  Public 

Bill  Beavin 
Janie  Blome 

Affairs  at  APH,  recognized  the  Ex 
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Secretary’s  Report  (continued) 


Officio  Trustees  who  in  support  of 
the  Leaders  to  Leaders  contacted  state 
representatives. 

Bob  Belknap,  Vice  President  of 
Development  at  APH,  explained 
the  FY2015  Endowment-supported 
VISTA  program.  He  indicated  that 
the  plan  was  to  allow  VISTAS  to  serve 
selected  Ex  Officio  Trustees. 

Approval  of  Advisory  Committee 
Reports 

Jim  Olson,  Chair  ol  the  Educational 
Services  Advisory  Committee  (ESAC) 
and  Ex  Officio  Trustee,  representing 
the  Colorado  Department  of 
Education/Colorado  School  for  the 
Blind  and  Paula  Mauro,  the  Chair  of 
the  Educational  Products  Advisory 
Committee  (EPAC),  and  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  Ohio  State 
Department  of  Education,  recognized 
each  of  their  committee  members  and 
requested  approval  of  the  committees’ 
reports  previously  distributed  to  the 
Ex  Officio  Trustees. 

A motion  to  accept  the  reports  as 
offered  was  made,  seconded,  and 
passed  unanimously. 

Approval  of  Nominations 
Committee 

Joe  Catavero,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  New  York  Institute 
for  Special  Education,  presented  the 
committee’s  slate  of  nominees  for 
advisory  committee  members  and 
chairpersons  as  follows: 

Collette  Bauman,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  Michigan 
State  Department  of  Education,  was 
nominated  as  the  Chair  of  EPAC 
in  2015. 


Kristen  Oien,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Minnesota  State 
Department  of  Education,  and 
Angyln  Young,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Arkansas  State 
Department  of  Education,  were 
nominated  to  serve  three-year  terms 
for  EPAC  beginning  in  2015. 

Stephanie  Bissonette,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  Vermont 
State  Department  of  Education, 
was  nominated  as  the  alternate 
committee  member  for  a one-year 
term  for  EPAC  in  2015. 

Jim  Durst,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Indiana  School  for 
the  Blind,  was  nominated  as  the 
Chair  of  ESAC  in  2015. 

Robin  King,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Education,  and 
Carolyn  Lasater,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  Utah 
Schools  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind, 
were  nominated  to  serve  two-year 
terms  for  ESAC  beginning  in  2015. 

Christine  Hinton,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  New  Jersey 
Commission  for  the  Blind  and 
Visually  Impaired,  was  nominated 
as  the  alternate  committee  member 
for  ESAC  in  2015. 

A motion  to  accept  the  Nominations 
Committee’s  recommendations 
was  made,  seconded,  and  passed 
unanimously. 

Recognition  of  Retiring  Advisory 
Committee  Members 

Bob  Brasher  and  Janie  Blome 
recognized  the  retiring  Chair  of 
the  EPAC  Advisory  Committee  in 


2014,  Paula  Mauro,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  Ohio  State 
Department  of  Education. 

Bob  Brasher  and  Janie  Blome 
recognized  the  retiring  Chair  of 
the  ESAC  Advisory  Committee 
Members,  Jim  Olson,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  Colorado 
Department  of  Education/ 

Colorado  School  for  the  Blind,  and 
Charlotte  Lowry,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Alabama  School  for 
the  Blind. 

Dr.  Tinsley  provided  the  closing 
remarks.  He  saluted  APH’s  staff  for 
the  great  work  they  do  each  day  and 
extended  appreciation  and  admiration 
of  the  Board  and  Management  of 
APH  to  the  Ex  Officio  Trustees  for  the 
role  they  play  in  the  administration  of 
the  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of 
the  Blind. 

The  2014  Formal  Meeting  of  the 
Ex  Officio  Trustees  of  APH  was 
adjourned  at  1:45  p.m. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Bill  Beavin 

Secretary  and  Vice  President  of  Finance 

Note;  Full  reports  of  the  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  Advisory  Committees  are 
provided  in  this  annual  report.  Please 
see  pages  13-20. 
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Memories  from  the  2014  APH  Annual  Meeting 

Full  Steam  Ahead! 


APH  Printery  Head  E.E.  Bramlette  (aka  Museum  Director  Mike 
Hudson)  shared  some  of  APH’s  1925  accomplishments  in  a rousing 
speech  aboard  the  Spirit  of  Peoria. 


APH  was  pleased  to  welcome  3rd  District  Congressman  John 
Yarmuth  (left)  to  the  Annual  Meeting,  shown  here  with  APH 
President  Tuck  Tinsley. 


Joshua  Miele,  Director  of  the  Description  Research  and 
Innovation  Lab  at  the  Smith-Kettlewell  Rehabilitation 
Center,  offered  a “message  from  the  engine  room”  in 
his  keynote  address  that  highlighted  his  many  innovative 
projects  in  accessibility  and  technology. 


APH  was  excited  to  welcome  new  EOTs  to  the  New  EOT  Orientation 
Breakfast. 

Back  row,  left  to  right:  Kim  Esco-Collins  (MS),  Geoff  Barney  (MO), 
Christine  Hinton  (NJ),  David  Feinhals  (NJ),  Donna  Sorensen  (MT), 
Chris  Short  (lA). 

Front  row,  left  to  right:  Tony  Woodell  (AR),  Paula  Penrod  (KY), 
Sharon  Sacks  (CA),  Carrie  Brasier  (MA). 
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Memories  from  the  2014  APH  Annual  Meeting  (continued) 

Full  Steam  Ahead! 


APH  was  thrilled  to  present  our  highest  honor,  the  Wings  of 
Freedom  Award,  to  Lou  Tutt,  Executive  Director  of  the  Association 
for  the  Education  and  Rehabilitation  of  the  Blind  and  Visually 
Impaired.  He  is  pictured  here  (center)  with  APH’s  Bob  Brasher  (left) 
Randy  Davis,  Braille  Specialist  at  the  Georgia  Tech  Alternative  and  Tuck  Tinsley. 

Media  Access  Center,  shared  his  experiences,  hopes,  and  dreams 
for  the  future  in  a moving  presentation  on  Friday.  He  expressed  his 
appreciation  to  mentor  Marie  Amerson  (GA)  in  his  presentation. 


Once  again  this  year,  APH  welcomed  first-time  attendees  to  Annual 
Meeting  as  APH  Scholars.  The  Scholars  are  nominated  by  their  local 
Ex  Officio  Trustee,  and  chosen  tor  participation  by  the  Educational 
Services  Advisory  Committee  (ESAC). 

Back  row,  left  to  right;  EOT  Jonn  Paris-Salb  (CA),  EOT  Tony  Woodell 
(AR),  Ex  Officio  Trustee  Todd  Reeves  (PA),  EX  Officio  Trustee  Bobby 
Simpson  (LA),  Ex  Officio  Trustee  Lori  Foley  (ND). 

Front  row,  left  to  right:  Scholar  Yue-Ting  Siu  (CA),  Scholar  Rachel 
Buchannan  (AR),  Scholar  Deborah  Fenton  (PA),  Scholar  Terry 
Lamaire  (l\IH),  Ex  Officio  Trustee  Mary  Lane  (NH),  Scholar  Blanche 
Faulk  (LA),  Scholar  Linda  Kraft  (ND). 


A poster  “like  no  otter”  provided  information  about  the  Boehm-3 
Preschool  assessment!  Left  to  right:  Carolyn  Zierer  (APH),  Cathy 
Smyth  (CO),  Ann  Boehm  (NY),  Laura  Zierer  (APH). 
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Memories  from  the  2014  APH  Annual  Meeting  (continued) 

Full  Steam  Ahead! 


Kaylena  Cramp  (MA)  was  among  a group  of  award  winning  artists 
from  Perkins  who  created  a tactile  quilt,  with  a haiku  for  each  quilt 
panel.  Kaylena  is  pictured  with  Perkins  Education  Director  Rob  Hair 
and  teacher  Rocky  Tomascoff. 


Stuart  Wittenstein  (CA),  and  Linda  Collins  (MA),  display  the 
bas-relief  plaques  created  to  remember  the  remarkable  life  and 
contributions  of  the  2014  inductees  into  the  Hall  of  Fame  for 
Leaders  and  Legends  in  the  Blindness  Field:  Newel  Perry  and 
Michael  Collins. 


Members  of  APH’s  Braille  Readers  Theater  troupe  performed  a 
scene  for  their  most  recent  production.  The  Curious  Savage,  during 
the  closing  session. 


About  the  APH  Annual  Meeting 
of  Ex  Officio  Trustees 

Held  in  Louisville  each  fall,  Annual  Meeting  provides 
opportunities  for  Ex  Officio  Trustees  to  meet  with  APH 
staff,  learn  about  new  products,  share  input  on  upcoming 
products,  help  guide  the  direction  of  the  APH  (by 
participating  on  an  Advisory  Committee),  and  to  meet 
other  Trustees  from  across  the  U.S.  APH  also  encourages 
and  appreciates  the  participation  by  our  many  “Special 
Guests”  who  include  teachers,  parents,  consumers, 
university  program  personnel,  and  other  important  groups 
of  service  providers. 

Annual  Meeting  Is  Mandated  by  the  Act 

In  1879,  the  U.S.  Congress  passed  the  Act  to  Promote  the 
Education  of  the  Blind.  This  act  created  the  Federal  Quota 
system  to  provide  educational  materials  for  blind  students 
and  named  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  as 
the  national  source  of  these  materials.  Part  of  that  system 
rec]uires  that  the  Federal  Quota  program  administrators — 
the  Ex  Officio  Trustees — meet  each  year. 

Tlie  advice  and  counsel  of  Trustees  is  crucial  to  help  APH 
meet  the  needs  of  blind  students.  Participation  in  this 
mandatory  meeting  is  one  of  the  main  responsibilities  of  an 
Ex  Officio  Trustee. 
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Reports  of  the  Advisory  Committees 

Formal  Report:  2014  Nominations  Committee  for 
Ex  Officio  Trustee  Advisory  Committees 


The  Ex  Officio  Trustee  Nominations  Committee  2014:  Joe  Catavero,  Chair  (NY),  Charlotte  Lowry 
(AL),  and  Jonn  Paris-Salb  (CA)  developed  the  slate  of  nominees  for  the  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
Advisory  Committees. 


Note:  Pages  13-20  contain 
the  Reports  of  the  Advisory 
Committees  to  the  Ex  Officio 
Trustees  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind  for 
Fiscal  Year  2014. 


The  members  of  the  2014 
Nominations  Committee  are: 

• Joe  Catavero,  Chair,  New  York 

• Charlotte  Lowry,  Alabama 

• Jonn  Paris-Salb,  California 

Members  of  the  Committee  are 
honored  to  have  been  asked  to 
perform  the  important  assignment 
of  nominating  Ex  Officio  Trustees 
to  serve  on  APH’s  two  Advisory 
Committees. 

The  Educational  Products  Advisory 
Committee  and  the  Educational 
Services  Advisory  Committee  support 
APH  in  the  organization’s  continuous 
improvement  process,  focusing  on 
providing  quality  products  and 
services  that  effectively  meet  the 
needs  of  our  field.  Ex  Officio  Trustees 
benefit  and  contribute  through 
service  on  the  Advisory  Committees; 
the  experience  is  an  opportunity  to 
learn  about  APH  and  to  impact  our 
important  work. 


Advisory  Committee  members  are 
nominated  with  the  following  criteria 
in  mind: 

• Geographic  representation; 

• Representation  from  a variety  of 
agencies  eligible  for  Federal  Quota 
Funds; 

• Experience  as  an  Ex  Officio  Trustee; 

• No  Advisory  Committee  experience 
in  the  last  three  years; 

• Gender  diversity; 

• A willingness  to  accept  the 
responsibilities  of  the  membership; 

• The  members  of  the  Nominations 
Committee  may  not  self-nominate. 

The  2014  Nominations  Committee 
recommended  the  following  slate 
that  was  unanimously  approved  at 
the  Formal  Meeting  of  the  Ex  Officio 
Trustees  convened  on  October  18, 
2014  in  Louisville,  Kentucky: 


Educational  Products 
Advisory  Committee 

Chair  for  a one-year  term: 

Collette  Bauman,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Michigan  State 
Department  of  Education 

For  three-year  terms  as  committee 
members: 

Kristen  Oien,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Minnesota 
Department  of  Education; 

Angyln  Young,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Arkansas  State 
Department  of  Education 

Alternate  for  a one-year  term: 
Stephanie  Bissonette,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  Vermont 
State  Department  of  Education 
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Reports  of  the  Advisory  Committees  (continued) 

Formal  Report:  2014  Nominations  Committee  for 
Ex  Officio  Trustee  Advisory  Committees 


The  full  2014-2015  Educational 
Products  Advisory  Committee  will 
be:  (The  year  preceding  the  name 
indicates  the  final  year  of  regular 
committee  tenure.) 

Chair  — Collette  Bauman,  Michigan 

2015  - Madeleine  Burkindine, 

Kansas 

2015  - Dorinda  Rife,  Massachusetts 

2016  - Eric  Guillory,  Louisiana 

2016  - Craig  Meador,  Washington 

2017  - Kristen  Oien,  Minnesota 
2017  - Angyln  Young,  Arkansas 

Alternate  - Stephanie  Bissonette, 

Vermont 

The  Educational  Services 
Advisory  Committee 

Chair  for  a one-year  term: 

James  Durst,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Indiana  School  for 
the  Blind 

For  two-year  terms  as  committee 
members: 

Robin  King,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Education; 

Carolyn  Lasater,  Ex  Officio  Trustee 
representing  the  Utah  Schools  for  the 
Deal  and  Blind 

Alternate  for  a one-year  term: 
Christine  Hinton,  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  representing  the  New  Jersey 
Commission  lor  the  Blind  and 
Visually  Impaired 


The  full  2014-2015  Educational 
Services  Advisory  Committee  will 
be:  (The  year  preceding  the  name 
indicates  the  final  year  of  regular 
committee  tenure.) 

Chair -James  Durst,  Indiana 

2015  — Karen  Duffy,  Nebraska 

2015  — Karen  Ross,  Massachusetts 

2016  — Robin  King,  Eouisiana 
2016  — Carolyn  Lasater,  Utah 

Alternate  - Christine  Hinton, 

New  Jersey 

The  Nominations  Committee  thanks 
the  new  and  returning  Advisory 
Committee  members  and  chairs 
for  their  willingness  to  serve.  We 
encourage  all  interested  Ex  Officio 


Trustees  to  declare  your  interest  to 
be  a future  Advisory  Committee 
member;  it  is  the  single  most 
important  way  to  contribute  as  an  Ex 
Officio  Trustee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joe  Catavero,  Chair 

Charlotte  Lowry,  Member, 
Nominations  Committee 

Jonn  Paris-Salb,  Member, 
Nominations  Committee 

Louisville,  Kentucky 
October  18,  2014 


This  Large  Format  Color  Atlas  meets  70  readability  guidelines  and  was  developed  for 
users  with  low  vision  and/or  color  perception  problems.Section  Two  covers:  Australia, 
New  Zealand,  Oceania,  Russia,  and  its  neighbors,  Europe,  Continental  Europe,  and  the 
Middle  East.  This  product  was  released  during  fiscal  year  2014, 
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Reports  of  the  Advisory  Committees  (continued) 

Report  of  the  Educational  Services  Advisory  Comnnittee  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  for  Fiscal  Year  2014 


The  Ex  Officio  Trustee  Educational  Services  Advisory 
Committee  as  of  May,  2014; 

back  row,  left  to  right:  Jim  Durst  (IN),  Christine  Hinton  (NJ), 
Jim  Olson,  Chair  (CO); 

front  row;  Karen  Duffy  (NE),  Karen  Ross  (MA) 


Purpose  of  ESAC 

The  purpose  of  the  Educational 
Services  Advisory  Committee  (ESAC) 
is  to: 

• Provide  oversight  and  leadership 
in  the  planning,  evaluation,  and 
delivery  of  services. 

• Identify  new  services  needed. 

• Assist  the  promotion  of  APEl 
products  through  services,  and 

• Advise  APH  on  general  operations 
and  communications  as  they  relate 
to  the  accountability  of  services 
provided. 

Introduction 

In  May  of  2014  the  Educational 
Services  Advisory  Committee 
(ESAC)  met  in  Louisville,  KY  at  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind  (APH).  The  ESAC  committee 
met  to  address  the  2013  ESAC  report 
and  to  develop  commendations  and 
recommendations.  To  assist  with  this 


endeavor,  interactive  presentations 
were  made  by  APH’s  administrative 
staff  and  ESAC  committee  members. 
These  interactive  presentations 
provided  progress  updates  on  the  2013 
recommendations,  operations,  and 
information  on  new  initiatives. 

ESAC  Commendations  2014; 

1.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  advancing  the  universal 
conversion  software  program 
Braille  Blaster  that  supports 
multiple  languages  and  braille 
codes  including  the  Unified 
English  Braille  code  (UEB)  and 
the  aggressive  timeline  for  its 
implementation. 

2.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  progress  in  the  refocusing  of 
development  initiatives  in  the 
search  for  outside  funding  to 
support  research,  development, 
and  purchase  of  needed  equipment. 

3.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  the  continual  linking  of 


Common  Core  State  Standards  to 
products  and  materials. 

4.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  the  development  and  the 
anticipated  release  ol  new  iOS 
apps  including  the  Visual  Brailler, 
the  Math  Robot,  and  a braille  font 
tor  the  iPad* 

5.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  the  progress  made  in  the 
research,  continual  development, 
and  implementation  of  a 
technology  strategic  plan  to 
address  the  increasing  need 

for  high  cost  technology, 
accomplished  through  strategic 
alliances,  departmental  growth, 
and  enhanced  facilities. 

6.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
tor  collaborating  with  other 
providers  to  move  NIMAS  files 

to  EPUB  3 format  to  expedite 
delivery  and  reduce  conversion 
processing  time  as  well  as 
exploring  how  born-digital  files 
can  be  accepted  and  utilized. 
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Reports  of  the  Advisory  Committees  (continued) 

Report  of  the  Educational  Services  Advisory  Committee  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  for  Fiscal  Year  2014 


7.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  the  enhanced  communication 
with  Ex  Officio  Trustees  and  others, 
including  but  not  limited  to,  the 
discontinued  and  backordered 
products,  website  enhancements, 
expanded  use  of  social  media, 
recommended  products  for  fall, 
and  videos  and  webcasts  about 
products  and  services. 

8.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  upgrading  the  computer  server 
for  the  Federal  Quota  Census  to 
improve  speed,  access  and  efficiency, 
as  well  as  the  newly  developed 
student  registration  system  (SRS) 
training  videos  and  materials. 


Research  Libraries,  and  the  APH 
Museum.  Of  particular  note  is  the 
Father  Thomas  Carroll  Collection. 

10.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  improvements  made  to  the 
APH  shopping  site  and  the  APH 
website  including  accessible  media 
guidelines,  increased  interlinking 
of  APH  products  and  information 
pages,  the  APH  Narrator  Jukebox, 
virtual  tours,  and  webcasts. 

11.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  utilizing  independent 
companies  that  work  behind 

the  scenes  to  improve  browsing 
opportunities  and  speed. 

12.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  proactively  addressing  critical 

issues  and  continually 
communicating  with 
members  of  Congress 
to  educate  them  on  the 
purpose  and  continuing 
value  of  the  1879  “Act  to 
Promote  the  Education 
of  the  Blind.” 

The  ESAC  offers 
a commendation 
for  facilitating  the 
National  Prison 
Braille  Network 
Forum  and 
developing  training 
and  potential 
employment 
opportunities  for 
ex-offenders  in 


9.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  the  continued  digitization  of 
print  materials  for  the  M.C. 


Math  Robot  is  an  app  for  iOS  devices.  While  there  are  hundreds  of  math  drill 
and  practice  apps,  most  are  not  accessible  to  students  who  are  blind.  APH's 
Math  Robot  was  designed  for  students  who  are  blind  and  visually  impaired, 
as  well  as  sighted  students,  making  it  ideal  for  use  by  an  entire  class. 


the  area  of  braille  transcription  and 
accessible  formats. 

14.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  developing  a more  transparent 
review  system  for  the  benefit  of 
consumers  utilizing  APH  products 
and  services. 

15.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
on  the  progress  of  the  Resources 
with  Enhanced  Accessibility  for 
Learning  (REAL)  Plan. 

16.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  its  proactive  approach 

in  monitoring  social  media 
communications  to  ensure  current 
and  accurate  information. 

17.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  streamlining  the  magazine 
ordering  process  to  an  online  format. 

18.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  the  real-time  account  balances. 

19.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  the  improved  the  delivery 
timeline  of  graphics  that 
accompany  e-file  downloads. 

20.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  the  dissemination  ot  mass 
email  updates  to  EOTs  regarding 
discontinued  and  backordered 
products. 

21.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  allowing  electronic  access  to 
available  product  flyers. 

22.  The  ESAC  offers  a commendation 
for  adding  the  ability  to  stream  the 
APH  Homegrown  Videos. 
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ESAC  Recommendations 
2014: 

Consistent  with  the  Act  to  Promote 
the  Education  of  the  Blind  (1879), 
the  Educational  Services  Advisory 
Committee  (ESAC)  recommends  that 
APH: 

1.  Continue  its  efforts  in  providing 
the  opportunity  for  customers 
to  post  reviews  and  ratings  of 
APH  instructional  products  to 
the  shopping  site  by  product 
purchasers  and  end  users. 

2.  Continue  its  efforts  in  providing 
the  opportunity  for  customers  to 
post  reviews  and  ratings  on  the 
Louis  and  AMP  databases  by 
product  purchasers  and  end  users. 

3.  Develop  a unified  APH  transition 
plan  for  UEB  with  input  from  Ex 
Officio  Trustees,  transcribers,  and 
teachers. 

4.  Continue  to  expand  the  Tactile 
Graphics  Image  Library  by 
providing  training  opportunities, 
incentives  for  file  submissions,  and 
expanded  storage  capacity. 

5.  Grow  the  capacity  to  offer 
National  Instructional  Partnership 
(NIP)  events  by  expanding  topic 
areas,  regionalizing  events,  sharing 
costs  with  host  agencies,  seeking 
alternative  funding,  and  exploring 
the  feasibility  of  establishing  line 
item  funding. 

6.  Develop  a NIP  event  relating  to 
current  and  future  APH  products 
and  the  implementation  of  UEB. 


7.  Expand  the  outreach  of  the  field 
services  department  and  the 
Silberman  Initiative  by  utilizing 
EOTs  and/or  Instructional 
Resource/Materials  Center 
coordinators  as  regional 
representatives  at  campus  based 
trainings  or  informational  events. 

8.  Consider  providing  digital 
file  formats  independent  of 
new  hard  copy  braille  or  large 
print  textbooks,  novels,  and 
instructional  materials. 

9.  Examine  the  feasibility  of 
continuing  to  produce  hard 
copy  large  print  materials  from 
a philosophical,  financial, 
instructional,  and  accessibility 
standpoint. 

10.  Review  the  pricing  structure  of 
digital  textbook  files  in  braille  and 
large  print  formats. 

11.  Continue  work  on  the  Resources 
with  Enhanced  Accessibility  for 
Learning  (REAL)  Plan. 

12.  Continue  to  aggressively  pursue 
development  of  haptic  feedback 
devices  and  supporting  software. 

13.  Review  the  language  of 
instructions  and  quick  start  guides 
to  be  more  useful  and  meaningful 
for  both  visual  and  non-visual 
users. 

14.  Revise  the  search  results  message 
on  the  shopping  site  that 
currently  states,  “We  are  sorry, 

your  search  for did  not 

find  any  matches,”  to  “This  item 


has  been  discontinued”  “. . .is  on 
backorder”  or  “. . .is  out  of  stock” 
as  appropriate. 

15.  With  input  from  the  ESAC,  clarify 
the  nomination  and  selection 
criteria  for  the  APH  Scholar 
program,  possibly  with  a scoring 
rubric. 

16.  Consider  including  Runner-Up/ 
Alternate  to  the  selection  process 
for  APH  Scholars. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 


Educational  Services  Advisory 
Committee  2014 

James  Olson,  Chair,  Colorado 
James  R.  Durst,  Indiana 
Christine  Hinton,  New  Jersey 
Karen  Duflfy,  Nebraska 
Karen  S.  Ross,  Massachusetts 

May  5,  2014 -May  9,  2014 
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The  Ex  Officio  Trustee  Educational  Products  Advisory 
Committee  as  of  May  2014: 

(back  row,  left  to  right),  Craig  Meador  (WA), 

Collette  Bauman  (Ml),  Madeleine  Burkindine  (KS), 
Eric  Guillory  (LA); 

(front  row),  Stephanie  Bissonette  (VT), 

Paula  Mauro  (OH),  Chair,  Dorinda  Rife  (MA). 


Purpose  of  EPAC 

The  purpose  of  the  Educational 

Products  Advisory  Committee 
(EPAC)  is: 

• To  advise  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind  (APH)  in 
establishing  priorities,  standards, 
and  policies  regarding  products. 

• To  review  research  and 
development  priorities,  suggest 
additional  areas  of  interest, 
and  advise  APH  staff  on  the 
prioritization  of  needs  and  projects. 

• To  review  products  under 
development  and  to  consider 
approval  of  finished  products  for 
purchase  with  Federal  Quota  funds. 

• To  recommend  parents,  caregivers, 
students,  clients,  and  professionals 
in  the  field  serve  as  subjects  for 
research  or  field-test  purposes, 

as  project  consultants,  and/or  as 
committee  members. 


Introduction 

In  May  2014,  the  EPAC  met  for  the 
thirteenth  year  as  a formal  advisory 
committee  to  APH — meeting  with 
project  leaders  and  other  APH  staff. 
The  committee  appreciated  the  time 
dedicated  to  project  discussions 
and  preparation  for  the  EPAC  visit. 
The  APH  staff  clearly  demonstrates 
passion,  enthusiasm,  and  commitment 
to  the  vision  of  the  company  and 
is  dedicated  to  the  development  of 
products  for  students  who  are  blind 
and  visually  impaired. 

EPAC  Commendations  2014: 

1.  The  EPAC  commends  APH 
for  the  development  and 
implementation  of  the  REAL 
Plan  which  expands  options  for 
the  efficient  delivery  of  accessible 
educational  materials  to  address 
best  practices  and  to  better  meet 
the  needs  of  students  as  technology 
evolves. 

2.  Tlie  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
the  continued  development  of  the 


BrailleBlaster  software  for  creating 
educational  materials  in  accessible 
formats  for  students  who  are  blind 
and  visually  impaired. 

3.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
collaborative  efforts  to  produce 
products  that  are  more  affordable 
for  our  students  in  the  United 
States  and  for  students  in  other 
countries. 

4.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
the  broadening  of  CVI  goals 
and  products,  and  for  actively 
searching  for  a CVI  Project 
Leader. 

5.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for  its 
expanded  multimedia  and  social 
media  presence  including  weekly 
Quick  Tips  Videos,  YouTube 
channel,  Pinterest,  Tactile 
Graphics  TV',  and  continually 
updated  Facebook  and  Twitter 
postings. 

6.  The  EPAC  commends  APH 
for  beginning  collaborative 
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partnerships  with  EOTs  in 
five  states  to  work  with  local 
foundations  to  raise  money  for 
A PH  projects. 

7.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
implementing  changes  within  the 
Accessible  Textbooks  Department, 
including:  pricing  structure  for 
new  digital  large  print  textbooks; 
image  descriptions  in  large 

print  textbooks  which  can  be 
used  on  tablets;  and  training  for 
transcribers  and  tactile  graphics 
designers  producing  these 
materials. 

8.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
developing  iOS  apps  such  as 
Visual  Brailler  and  Math  Robot. 

9.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
developing  strong  collaborations 
with  other  agencies  and 
organizations  to  produce  accessible 
educational  materials. 

10.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  for 
producing  products  for  students 
with  visual  impairments  that 
align  with  the  general  education 
curriculum  and  can  be  utilized  by 
their  sighted  peers. 


ARM’S  DNA-RNA  Kit  is  an  accessible 
interactive  model  that  demonstrates 
introductory  molecular  biology  concepts, 
including  the  formation  of  single  and 
double  strands  of  DMA,  DNA  replication, 
and  transcription  of  DNA  to  messenger 
RNA.  The  model  consists  of  interlocking 
jigsaw  puzzle-like  pieces  that  represent 
nucleotides,  which  are  the  subunits  of 
DNA  and  RNA. 


11.  The  EPAC  commends  APH 
for  expanding  the  Building  on 
Patterns  (BOP)  to  include  a 
separate  Pre-K  curriculum. 

12.  The  EPAC  commends  the 
Software  Engineering  and 
Assistive  Technology  Department 
for  their  culture  of  innovation, 
creativity,  and  maximized 
efficiency  in  introducing  products 
in  a timely  manner. 

13.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  on  the 
expansion  of  the  Tactile  Graphics 
Image  Eibrary  and  their  timely 
responsiveness  to  the  field  to 
increase  file  inventory  and  variety. 

14.  The  EPAC  commends  APH 
on  building  emergent  literacy 
of  students  who  are  blind  and 
visually  impaired  through  national 
and  international  partnerships. 

15.  The  EPAC  commends  APH  on  the 
alignment  of  their  products  with 
the  common  core  state  standards 
www.aph.org/ccss/products.html. 


EPAC  Recommendations 
2014: 

Consistent  with  the  Act  to  Promote 
the  Education  of  the  Blind  (1879): 

1.  The  EPAC  recommends  that 
APH  provide  opportunities  for 
ongoing  training  at  the  APH 
Annual  Meeting  and  through 
other  distance  learning  formats 
regarding  EOT  roles  and 
responsibilities  surrounding 
products. 

2.  The  EPAC  recommends  that  APH 
provide  a brief  abstract/summary 
of  the  research  related  to  a new 
product  upon  its  release  and  that 

a link  to  the  same  be  provided 
on  the  website  to  support  the  use 
of  research-based  products  in 
educational  settings. 
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3.  The  EPAC  recommends  that 
APH  explore  the  creation  of  an 
APH  iOS  app  for  use  by  EOTs, 
professionals,  parents,  and 
consumers  to  make  content  and 
other  APH  services  available  for 
mobile  devices. 

4.  The  EPAC  recommends  that 
APH  explore  the  development 
of  additional  iOS  apps  (products 
that  have  fillable  forms,  dynamic 
CVI  apps,  current  PC  software  as 
iOS  apps,  and  APH  products  that 
allow  for  the  transfer  of  content 
from  a physical  medium  to  a 
digital  medium). 

5.  The  EPAC  recommends  that  APH 
survey  EOTs  (e.g.,  via  Survey 
Monkey)  when  considering  the 
modernization  of  older  products. 

6.  The  EPAC  recommends  that  APH 
delay  announcing  a new  product 
date  release  until  assurance  of 
product  inventory. 

7.  The  EPAC  recommends  that 
APH  partner  with  services  such  as 
Wonder  Baby  to  deliver  content 
for  infants  who  are  blind  and 
visually  impaired  to  parents  and 
professionals  as  an  alternative  to 
producing  handbooks. 

8.  The  EPAC  recommends  that 
APH  provide  descriptive  titles  of  a 
product  and  appropriate  tagging  to 
facilitate  online  searching. 


Addendum  to  the  Advisory 
Committee  Reports,  Provided 
by  APH 

APH  Products  Approved  for 
Purchase  with  Federal  Quota 
Funds,  FY2014 


U.S.&CABiADA 

Tactile  Print  Atlas 


U.S.  & Canada  Tactile/Print  Atlas  is  a 
reference  volume  of  thematic  maps 
for  use  in  geography,  history,  or  social 
studies  classes  in  middle  grades  or 
higher,  or  for  general  informational  use 
outside  the  classroom. 

• All  Aboard!  The  Sight  Word 
Activity  Express 

• Boehm  Test  of  Basic  Concepts 

• CVI  Match  Sticks 

• The  Joy  Player 

• Math  Robot 

• Parents  and  Their  Infants  with 
Visual  Impairments  (PAIVI) 

• Protein  Synthesis  Kit 

• Quick  & Easy  ECC:  The  Hatlen 
Center  Guide 

• Tactile  Graphic  Line  Slate 

• TeHon®  Clothing  Tape 

• Touch,  Label,  and  Learn  Poster: 
Huntan  Skeleton  (Anterior  \'iew) 

• Visually  Impaired  Preschool 
Services  (\'1PS)  Parent  University 
Series 

• U.S.  and  Canada  Titctile/Print  Atlas 


9.  The  EPAC  recommends  that  APH 
train  outsourced  transcribers  in  the 
use  of  the  BrailleBlaster  software. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

r 
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Paula  L.  Mauro,  Chair,  Ohio 
Collette  C.  Bauman,  Michigan 
Stephanie  Bissonette,  Vermont 
Madeleine  Burkindine,  Kansas 
Dorinda  Rife,  Massachusetts 
Eric  Guillory,  Louisiana 
Craig  Meador,  Washington 

May  5,  2014  - May  9,  2014 
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Distribution  of  Eligible  Students 

Based  on  the  Federal  Quota  Census  of  January  7,  2013  (FY  2014; 

This  chart  lists  the  numbers  of  students  registered  by  four  major  types  of  programs — Schools  for  the  Blind, 

State  Departments  of  Education,  Programs  for  Students  with  Multiple  Disabilities,  and  Rehabilitation  Programs. 

The  students  are  listed  by  grade  and  reading  media. 


Grades 

Visual 

Readers 

Braille 

Readers 

Auditory 

Readers 

Pre- 

Readers 

Non- 

Readers 

Totals 

INFANT  PROGRAMS; 

State  Departments  of  Education 

70 

26 

90 

1,925 

844 

2,955 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

5 

10 

108 

870 

224 

1,217 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

3 

9 

39 

159 

92 

302 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

11 

12 

4 

27 

Totals: 

78 

45 

248 

2,966 

1,164 

4,501 

PRESCHOOL: 

State  Departments  of  Education 

461 

157 

211 

2,796 

1,525 

5,150 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

9 

12 

27 

338 

90 

476 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

2 

0 

3 

15 

8 

28 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

0 

5 

7 

12 

Totals: 

472 

169 

241 

3,154 

1,630 

5,666 

KINDERGARTEN: 

State  Departments  of  Education 

656 

182 

144 

921 

727 

2,630 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

24 

15 

6 

55 

25 

125 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

7 

1 

2 

4 

2 

16 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Totals: 

687 

198 

152 

980 

755 

2,772 

GRADE  1: 

State  Departments  of  Education 

868 

196 

114 

553 

690 

2,421 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

21 

11 

8 

39 

7 

86 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

5 

1 

0 

1 

2 

9 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Totals: 

894 

208 

123 

593 

699 

2,517 

GRADE  2; 

State  Departments  of  Education 

941 

233 

137 

409 

687 

2,407 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

19 

17 

4 

35 

12 

87 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

4 

0 

1 

0 

1 

6 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals: 

964 

250 

142 

444 

700 

2,500 

GRADE  3; 

State  Departments  of  Education 

1,034 

219 

131 

324 

638 

2,346 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

34 

30 

8 

31 

1 1 

1 14 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

6 

1 

0 

1 

1 

9 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

6 

Totals: 

1,074 

250 

140 

356 

655 

2,475 
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Grades 

Visual 

Readers 

Braille 

Readers 

Auditory 

Readers 

Pre- 

Readers 

Non- 

Readers 

Totals 

GRADE  4: 

State  Departments  of  Education 

1,118 

275 

150 

215 

604 

2,362 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

40 

24 

9 

20 

8 

101 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

6 

1 

2 

0 

1 

10 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Totals: 

1,164 

300 

161 

236 

614 

2,475 

GRADE  5: 

State  Departments  of  Education 

1,151 

281 

139 

212 

642 

2,425 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

46 

34 

14 

14 

14 

122 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

7 

2 

0 

2 

1 

12 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Totals: 

1,204 

317 

153 

228 

659 

2,561 

GRADE  6: 

State  Departments  of  Education 

1,126 

248 

157 

147 

584 

2,262 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

61 

54 

8 

6 

16 

145 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

5 

3 

0 

1 

0 

9 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

4 

Totals: 

1,193 

305 

166 

154 

602 

2,420 

GRADE  7: 

State  Departments  of  Education 

1,084 

258 

145 

133 

543 

2,163 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

66 

51 

15 

5 

16 

153 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

9 

1 

2 

1 

1 

14 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Totals: 

1,161 

310 

162 

139 

560 

2,332 

GRADE  8; 

State  Departments  of  Education 

1,038 

263 

164 

132 

509 

2,106 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

71 

65 

11 

9 

12 

168 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

8 

2 

0 

0 

0 

10 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

1 

0 

1 

0 

-> 

A 

5 

Totals: 

1,118 

330 

176 

141 

524 

2,289 

GRADE  9: 

State  Departments  of  Education 

1,146 

244 

171 

97 

490 

2,148 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

70 

69 

24 

15 

8 

186 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

7 

2 

2 

0 

0 

11 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

1 

0 

0 

0 

"» 

A 

4 

Totals: 

1,224 

315 

197 

112 

501 

2,349 

GRADE  10: 

State  Departments  of  Education 

1,025 

254 

178 

86 

487 

2,030 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

73 

70 

15 

11 

20 

189 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

6 

0 

1 

0 

1 

8 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

4 

0 

0 

0 

5 

9 

Totals: 

1,108 

324 

194 

97 

513 

2,236 
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Distribution  of  Eligible  Students  (continued) 

Based  on  the  Federal  Quota  Census  of  January  7,  2013  (FY  2014) 


Grades 

Visual 

Readers 

Braille 

Readers 

Auditory 

Readers 

Pre- 

Readers 

Non- 

Readers 

Totals 

GRADE  11; 

State  Departments  of  Education 

1,058 

244 

163 

77 

419 

1,961 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

76 

76 

21 

6 

17 

196 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

11 

1 

3 

0 

0 

15 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

5 

Totals: 

1,148 

321 

187 

83 

438 

2,177 

GRADE  12; 

State  Departments  of  Education 

1,169 

322 

217 

111 

843 

2,662 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

135 

123 

49 

16 

29 

352 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

25 

4 

6 

0 

0 

35 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

1 

0 

1 

0 

4 

6 

Totals: 

1,330 

449 

273 

127 

876 

3,055 

ACADEMIC  NONGRADED; 

State  Departments  of  Education 

281 

47 

138 

112 

556 

1,134 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

69 

74 

79 

32 

90 

344 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3 

6 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Totals: 

351 

121 

218 

145 

651 

1,486 

POSTGRADUATE; 

State  Departments  of  Education 

50 

29 

19 

26 

33 

157 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

10 

17 

12 

13 

6 

58 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

0 

0 

0 

20 

0 

20 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Totals: 

60 

46 

31 

60 

40 

237 

VOCATIONAL; 

State  Departments  of  Education 

67 

18 

12 

3 

15 

115 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

11 

24 

10 

0 

0 

45 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

1 

0 

3 

4 

0 

8 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

0 

0 

7 

0 

1 

8 

Totals: 

79 

42 

32 

7 

16 

176 

ADULT  STUDENTS; 

State  Departments  of  Education 

350 

179 

615 

100 

2,151 

3,395 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

136 

86 

56 

4 

102 

384 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

1,153 

383 

1,055 

48 

378 

3,017 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

54 

33 

90 

14 

1,019 

1,210 

Totals: 

1,693 

681 

1,816 

166 

3,650 

8,006 

OTHER  REGISTRANTS; 

State  Departments  of  Education 

579 

128 

600 

726 

5,343 

7,376 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

49 

37 

69 

106 

324 

585 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

16 

1 

30 

3 

66 

1 16 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

1 

0 

18 

5 

62 

86 

Totals: 

645 

166 

717 

840 

5,795 

8,163 
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Distribution  of  Eligible  Students  (continued) 

Based  on  the  Federal  Quota  Census  of  January  7,  2013  (FY  2014) 


Grades 

Visual 

Readers 

Braille 

Readers 

Auditory 

Readers 

Pre- 

Readers 

Non- 

Readers 

Totals 

TOTALS: 

State  Departments  of  Education 

15,272 

3,803 

3,695 

9,105 

18,330 

50,205 

Schools  for  the  Blind 

1,025 

899 

553 

1,625 

1,031 

5,133 

Rehabilitation  Programs 

1,282 

412 

1,150 

260 

557 

3,661 

Multiple  Disabilities  Programs 

68 

33 

131 

38 

1,124 

1,394 

Totals: 

17,647 

5,147 

5,529 

11,028 

21,042 

60,393 

Student  Percentages  by  Program  Type: 


83.1%  State  Departments 
of  Education 

8.5%  Schools  for  the  Blind 

6.1%  Rehabilitation 
Programs 

2.3%  Multiple  Disabilities 
Programs 


Student  Percentages  by  Reading  Medium:  Primary 


34.8%  Non-readers 
29.2%  Visual  Readers 
18.3%  Pre-readers 
8.5%  Braille  Readers 
9.2%  Auditory  Readers 


Student  Percentages  by  Reading  Medium:  Secondary 

, 61.0%  Not  Applicable 
■ 29.5%  Auditory  Readers 
5.4%  Braille  Readers 
4.1%  Visual  Readers 


Student  Readers  by  Reading  Medium: 


62.3%  Visual  Readers 
18.2%  Braille  Readers 
19.5%  Auditory  Readers 


Explanation  of  Reading  Media: 

• Visual  Reader:  Students  primarily  using  print. 

• Braille  Reader:  Students  primarily  using  braille. 

• Auditory  Reader:  Students  primarily  using  a reader  or 
auditory  material. 

• Pre-reader:  Students  working  on  or  toward  a readiness 
level;  infants,  preschoolers,  or  older  students  with  reading 
potential. 

• Non-reader:  Students  who  show  no  reading  potential; 
students  who  do  not  fall  in  any  of  the  above  categories. 

• Primary  Reading  Medium  indicates  the  student’s 
preferred  medium  for  accessing  educational  materials  ancf 
other  information. 

• Secondary  Reading  Medium  indicates  the  medium  used 
in  addition  to  a student’s  primary  reading  medium  to  access 
educational  materials  and  other  information. 


Appropriate  Use  of  Federal 
Quota  Census  Data 

The  specific  purpose  of  the  annual  Federal  Quota  Census  is 
to  register  students  in  the  United  States  and  Outlying  Areas 
who  meet  the  definition  of  blindness  and  are,  therefore, 
eligible  for  adapted  educational  materials  from  APH 
through  the  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 

Statements  regarding  student  literacy,  use  of  appropriate 
learning  media,  and  students  taught  in  a specific  medium 
cannot  be  supported  using  APH  registration  data. 

Note:  rhese  data  were  collected  and  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Field  Services  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind  in  the  administration 
of  the  Federal  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the 
Blind  of  1879. 
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Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds 


Agencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2014 

State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  7, 
2013 

FY  2014 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

ALABAMA 

Alabama  State  Department  of  Education,  Talladega 

883 

292,912.84 

Alabama  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Talladega 

71 

23,552.45 

Alabama  Institute  for  Deal  and  Blind,  Talladega 

459 

152,261.60 

ALASKA 

Alaska  State  Department  of  Education,  Anchorage 

136 

45,114.55 

AMERICAN  SAMOA 

American  Samoa  Department  of  Education,  Pago  Pago 

35 

11,610.36 

ARIZONA 

Arizona  State  Department  of  Education,  Phoenix 

765 

253,769.33 

Arizona  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Phoenix 

98 

32,509.01 

Arizona  State  Schools  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Tucson 

341 

113,118.09 

ARKANSAS 

Arkansas  State  Department  of  Education,  Sherwood 

286 

$94,873.24 

Arkansas  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Sherwood 

31 

$10,283.46 

Arkansas  School  for  the  Blind,  Little  Rock 

128 

$42,460.75 

Lions  World  Services  for  the  Blind,  Little  Rock 

77 

$25,542.80 

Conway  Human  Development  Center,  Conway 

71 

$23,552.45 

CALIFORNIA 

California  Department  of  Education,  Sacramento 

4,905 

1,627,109.24 

California  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Sacramento 

604 

200,361.67 

California  School  for  the  Blind,  Eremont 

75 

24,879.35 

Braille  Institute  of  America  Inc.,  Los  Angeles 

134 

44,451.10 

Orientation  Center  for  the  Blind,  Fremont 

43 

14,264.16 

COLORADO 

Colorado  Department  of  Education,  Colorado  Springs 

504 

167,189.21 

Colorado  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Colorado  Springs 

89 

29,523.49 

Colorado  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Colorado  Springs 

39 

12,937.26 

Rehabilitation  Center,  Denver 

13 

4,312.42 

Note:  The  agencies  in  this  section  are  in  the  following  order  within  each  state:  State  Departments  ot  Education,  Schools  ior  the 
Blind,  Rehabilitation  Programs,  Programs  for  Students  with  Multiple  Disabilities. 

*Note;  The  abbreviation  “PNP”  means  “Private,  Non-profit.” 
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Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds  (continued) 


Agencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2014 

State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  7, 
2013 

FY2014 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

CONNECTICUT 

Board  of  Education  & Services  for  the  Blind,  Windsor 

604 

200,361.67 

Oak  Hill  School,  Hartford 

17 

5,639.32 

Connecticut  State  Department  of  Developmental  Services,  Hartford 

69 

22,889.00 

DELAWARE 

State  Department  of  Education,  New  Castle 

230 

76,296.66 

State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  New  Castle 

1 

331.72 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

District  of  Columbia  Public  Schools,  Washington 

77 

25,542.80 

FLORIDA 

Florida  State  Department  of  Education,  Tampa 

1,845 

612,031.92 

Florida  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Tampa 

73 

24,215.90 

Florida  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  St.  Augustine 

298 

98,853.94 

Division  of  Blind  Services,  Daytona  Beach 

35 

11,610.36 

Miami  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  Miami 

12 

3,980.70 

Conklin  Centers  for  the  Blind,  Daytona  Beach 

46 

15,259.33 

GEORGIA 

Georgia  State  Department  of  Education,  Clarkston 

1,323 

438,871.67 

Georgia  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Clarkston 

5 

1,658.62 

Georgia  Academy  lor  the  Blind,  Macon 

99 

32,840.74 

Center  for  the  Visually  Impaired,  Atlanta 

41 

13,600.71 

East  Central  Regional  Hospital,  Gracewood 

1 

331.72 

GUAM 

Guam  Department  ol  Education,  Hagatna 

50 

16,586.23 

HAWAII 

Hawaii  Department  ol  Education,  Honolulu 

193 

64,022.85 

Hawaii  Department  ol  Education,  *PNP,  Honolulu 

35 

11,610.36 

Hawaii  Center  for  the  Deal  and  the  Blind,  Honolulu 

-> 

995.17 

Hawaii  Department  ol  Human  Services,  Hobpono  Services  lor  the  Blind  Branch 

IS 

5,971.04 

26  I Al’H  Annual  Rfport  20 1 4 


Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds  (continued) 


Agencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2014 

State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  7, 
2013 

FY  2014 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

IDAHO 

Idaho  State  Department  of  Education,  Gooding 

239 

79,282.18 

Idaho  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Gooding 

24 

7,961.39 

Idaho  Commission  for  the  Blind,  Boise 

12 

3,980.70 

ILLINOIS 

Illinois  State  Board  of  Education,  Chicago 

1,995 

661,790.61 

Illinois  State  Board  of  Education,  *PNP,  Chicago 

484 

160,554.71 

Illinois  School  for  the  Visually  Impaired,  Jacksonville 

137 

45,446.27 

The  Hadley  School  for  the  Blind,  Winnetka 

1,192 

395,415.74 

The  Chicago  Lighthouse  for  People  who  are  Blind  or  Visually  Impaired 

213 

70,657.34 

Illinois  Center  for  Rehabilitation  and  Education  - Wood,  Chicago 

44 

14,595.88 

The  Hope  School,  Springfield 

17 

5,639.32 

INDIANA 

Indiana  Department  of  Education,  Indianapolis 

667 

221,260.32 

Indiana  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Indianapolis 

20 

6,634.49 

Indiana  School  for  the  Blind,  Indianapolis 

103 

34,167.64 

Indiana  Department  of  Education  - Adult  Students,  Indianapolis 

65 

21,562.10 

IOWA 

Iowa  Department  of  Education,  Vinton 

474 

157,237.47 

Iowa  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Vinton 

7 

2,322.07 

Iowa  Department  for  the  Blind,  Glenwood 

21 

6,966.22 

Glenwood  Resource  Center,  Glenwood 

37 

12,273.81 

KANSAS 

Kansas  State  Board  of  Education,  Kansas  City 

571 

189,414.76 

Kansas  State  Board  of  Education,  *PNP,  Kansas  City 

122 

40,470.40 

Kansas  State  School  for  the  Blind 

35 

1 1,610.36 
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Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds  (continued) 


Agencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind.  Fiscal  Year  2014 

State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  7, 
2013 

FY  201 4 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

KENTUCKY 

Kentucky  Department  of  Education,  Louisville 

546 

181,121.64 

Kentucky  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Louisville 

38 

12,605.54 

Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind,  Louisville 

56 

18,576.58 

Kentucky  Department  for  the  Blind,  Louisville 

19 

6,302.77 

LOUISIANA 

Louisiana  Department  of  Education,  Baton  Rouge 

499 

165,530.58 

Louisiana  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Baton  Rouge 

1 

331.72 

Louisiana  School  for  the  Visually  Impaired 

63 

20,898.65 

Louisiana  Center  for  the  Blind,  Ruston 

86 

28,528.32 

The  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind  in  New  Orleans,  Inc.,  New  Orleans 

7 

2,322.07 

MAINE 

Maine  Division  for  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired,  Bangor 

187 

62,032.50 

Maine  Division  for  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired,  *PNP,  Bangor 

8 

2,653.80 

MARYLAND 

Maryland  State  Department  of  Education,  Baltimore 

640 

212,303.75 

Maryland  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Baltimore 

137 

45,446.27 

Maryland  School  for  the  Blind,  Baltimore 

152 

50,422.14 

Columbia  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind,  Riverdale 

45 

14,927.61 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Education,  Malden 

1,347 

446,833.06 

Massachusetts  Department  ot  Education,  *PNP,  Malden 

53 

17,581.40 

Perkins  School  lor  the  Blind  - Infants  and  Toddlers,  Watertown 

145 

48,100.07 

The  Carroll  Center  for  the  Blind,  Newton 

29 

9,620.01 

Massachusetts  Association  for  the  Blind,  Brookline 

15 

4,975.87 

Massachusetts  Commission  for  the  Blind,  Boston 

689 

228,558.26 

Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  - School  Programs,  Watertown 

154 

51,085.59 

MICHIGAN 

Michigan  Department  of  Education,  Flint 

1,961 

650,511.97 

Michigan  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Flint 

19 

6.302.77 

Visually  Handicapped  Services/Detroit  Receiving  Hospital  and  Lhiiversity  Health  Center,  Detroit  18 

5.971.04 

Michigan  Commission  for  the  Blind  d raining  Center,  Kalamazoo 

33 

10,946.91 

Creater  Detroit  Agency  for  the  Blind  & Visually  Impaired,  Detroit 

5 

1,658.62 
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Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds  (continued) 


Agencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2014 

State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  7, 
2013 

FY  2014 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

MINNESOTA 

Minnesota  Department  of  Education,  Roseville 

956 

317,128.73 

Minnesota  Department  of  Education, *PNP,  Roseville 

4 

1,326.90 

Minnesota  State  Academy  for  the  Blind,  Faribault 

44 

14,595.88 

Blind,  Inc.,  Minneapolis 

10 

3,317.25 

Vision  Loss  Resources,  Minneapolis 

22 

7,297.94 

Duluth  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind,  Duluth 

3 

995.17 

MISSISSIPPI 

Mississippi  State  Department  of  Education,  Jackson 

300 

99,517.38 

Mississippi  School  for  the  Blind,  Jackson 

86 

28,528.32 

Addie  McBryde  Rehabilitation  Center  for  the  Blind,  Jackson 

41 

13,600.71 

MISSOURI 

Department  of  Elementary  & Secondary  Education,  St.  Louis 

1,052 

348,974.30 

Department  of  Elementary  & Secondary  Education,  *PNP,  St.  Louis 

219 

72,647.69 

Missouri  School  for  the  Blind,  St.  Louis 

37 

12,273.81 

Alphapointe  Association  for  the  Blind,  Kansas  City 

45 

14,927.61 

Missouri  Family  Support  Division 

20 

6,634.49 

MONTANA 

Montana  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Great  Falls 

217 

71,984.24 

Montana  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  *PNP,  Great  Falls 

16 

5,307.59 

Montana  School  for  the  Deal  and  the  Blind,  Great  Falls 

15 

4,975.87 

NEBRASKA 

Nebraska  State  Department  of  Education,  Nebraska  City 

357 

1 18,425.69 

Nebraska  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Nebraska  City 

3 

995.17 

Nebraska  Center  for  the  Education  of  Children  who  are  Blind  or  Visually  Impaired,  Nebraska  City  21 

6,966.22 

NEVADA 

Nevada  Department  of  Education,  Carson  City 

364 

120,747.76 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

New  Hampshire  Department  of  Education,  Concord 

254 

84,258.05 

New  Hampshire  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Concord 

16 

5..W.59 
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Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds  (continued) 


Agencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2014 

State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  7, 
2013 

FY  2014 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

NEW  JERSEY 

New  Jersey  Commission  for  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired,  Newark 

1,261 

418,304.74 

St.  Joseph  School  for  the  Blind/Concordia  Learning  Center,  Jersey  City 

138 

45,778.00 

NEW  MEXICO 

New  Mexico  State  Department  of  Education,  Alamogordo 

566 

187,756.13 

New  Mexico  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Alamogordo 

2 

663.45 

New  Mexico  School  for  the  Visually  Handicapped,  Alamogordo 

107 

35,494.53 

NEW  YORK 

New  York  State  Education  Department,  Batavia 

2,467 

818,364.63 

New  York  State  Education  Department,  *PNP,  Batavia 

1,209 

401,055.06 

Lavelle  School  for  the  Blind,  Bronx 

106 

35,162.81 

New  York  Institute  for  Special  Education,  Bronx 

124 

41,133.85 

New  York  State  School  for  the  Blind,  Batavia 

53 

17,581.40 

Helen  Keller  National  Center 

28 

9,288.29 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

North  Carolina  Department  of  Public  Education,  Raleigh 

1,187 

393,757.12 

North  Carolina  Department  of  Public  Education,  *PNP,  Raleigh 

364 

120,747.76 

The  Governor  Morehead  School,  Raleigh 

280 

92,882.89 

Division  of  Services  for  the  Blind,  Raleigh 

49 

16,254.51 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Grand  Forks 

233 

77,291.84 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  *PNP,  Grand  Forks 

22 

7,297.94 

North  Dakota  School  lor  the  Blind,  Grand  Forks 

70 

23,220.72 

NORTHERN  MARIANA  ISLANDS 

Commonwealth  ol  the  Northern  Mariana  Islands  (CNMI)  Department  of  Education 

18 

5,971.04 

Commonwealth  ol  the  Northern  Marianas  Islands  (CNMI)  Department  of  Education  - NP 

1 

331.72 

OHIO 

Ohio  State  Department  of  Education,  Columbus 

1,673 

554,975.28 

Ohio  State  Department  ol  Education,  *PNP,  Columbus 

29 

9,620.01 

Ohio  State  School  lor  the  Blind,  Columbus 

9S 

31,513.84 
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Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds  (continued) 


Agencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2014 

State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  7, 
2013 

FY  201 4 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

OKLAHOMA 

Oklahoma  Department  of  Education,  Oklahoma  City 

767 

254,432.78 

Oklahoma  School  for  the  Blind,  Muskogee 

71 

23,552.45 

OREGON 

Oregon  Department  of  Education,  Salem 

654 

216,947.90 

Oregon  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Salem 

23 

7,629.67 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education,  Harrisburg 

1,764 

585,162.22 

Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Harrisburg 

54 

17,913.13 

Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,  Philadelphia 

419 

138,992.61 

Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  Blind  Children,  Pittsburgh 

182 

60,373.88 

Blind  And  Vision  Rehabilitation  Services  of  Pittsburgh,  Homestead 

25 

8,293.12 

Royer-Greaves  School  for  Blind,  Downingtown 

29 

9,620.01 

Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Blindness  & Visual  Services 

42 

13,932.43 

Elwyn  Inc 

7 

2,322.07 

PUERTO  RICO 


Puerto  Rico  Department  of  Education,  San  Juan 

700 

232,207.23 

Puerto  Rico  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  San  Juan 

12 

3,980.70 

Instituto  Loaiza  Cordero  para  Ninos  Ciegos,  San  Juan 

46 

15,259.33 

Rehabilitation  Center  for  the  Blind  of  Puerto  Rico,  San  Juan 

69 

22,889.00 

RHODE  ISLAND 


Rhode  Island  Department  of  Education,  Providence 

134 

44,451.10 

Rhode  Island  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Providence 

35 

11,610.36 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

South  Carolina  Department  of  Education,  Columbia 

598 

198,371.32 

South  Carolina  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Columbia 

1 

331.72 

South  Carolina  School  for  the  Deaf  Blind  and  Multihandicapped,  Columbia 

139 

46,109.72 

South  Carolina  Commission  for  the  Blind,  Columbia 

18 

5,971.04 

South  Carolina  School  for  the  Deaf  Blind  and  Multihandicapped,  *PNP,  Columbia 

43 

14,264.16 

South  Carolina  Department  of  Disabilities  and  Special  Needs,  Columbia 

454 

1 50,602.98 
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Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds  (continued) 


Agencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2014 

State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  7, 
2013 

FY2014 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

South  Dakota  Department  of  Education,  Pierre 

71 

23,552.45 

South  Dakota  School  for  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired,  Aberdeen 

137 

45,446.27 

South  Dakota  Rehabilitation  Center  for  the  Blind,  Sioux  Falls 

10 

3,317.25 

TENNESSEE 

Tennessee  State  Department  of  Education,  Nashville 

778 

258,081.75 

Tennessee  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Nashville 

23 

7,629.67 

Tennessee  School  for  the  Blind,  Nashville 

150 

49,758.69 

TEXAS 


Texas  Education  Agency,  Austin 

5,056 

1,677,199.67 

Texas  Education  Agency,  *PNP,  Austin 

4 

1,326.90 

Texas  School  for  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired,  Austin 

150 

49,758.69 

The  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind  of  Houston,  Houston 

78 

25,874.52 

Criss  Cole  Rehabilitation  Center,  Austin 

60 

19,903.48 

Texas  Department  of  Mental  Health-Mental  Retardation,  Austin 

575 

190,741.65 

UTAH 


Utah  State  Office  of  Education,  Ogden 

439 

145,627.11 

Utah  Schools  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Ogden 

152 

50,422.14 

VERMONT 


Vermont  State  Department  of  Education,  South  Burlington 

135 

44,782.82 

VIRGIN  ISLANDS 

Virgin  Islands  Department  of  Education,  St.  Thomas 

23 

7,629.67 

VIRGINIA 


Virginia  Department  of  Education,  Richmond 

1,248 

413,992.32 

Virginia  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind  - Staunton,  Staunton 

42 

13,932.43 

Department  lor  the  Blind  and  Vision  Impaired,  Richmond 

73 

24,215.90 

Department  lor  the  Blind  and  Vision  Impaired,  *PNP,  Richmond 

8 

2,653.80 
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Agencies  Receiving  Federal  Quota  Funds  (continued) 


Agencies  for  the  Education  of  the  Visually  Impaired  in  the  United  States  Receiving  Federal 
Quota  Funds  Due  Under  an  Act  to  Promote  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Fiscal  Year  2014 

State  and  Agency 

Pupils  as  of 
January  7, 
2013 

FY  2014 
Allocation 
in  Dollars 

WASHINGTON 

Washington  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Vancouver 

831 

275,663.16 

Washington  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  *PNP,  Vancouver 

54 

17,913.13 

Washington  State  School  for  the  Blind,  Vancouver 

50 

16,586.23 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

West  Virginia  State  Department  of  Education,  Romney 

241 

79,945.63 

West  Virginia  State  Department  of  Education,  *PNP,  Romney 

2 

663.45 

West  Virginia  Schools  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  Romney 

67 

22,225.55 

WISCONSIN 

Wisconsin  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Janesville 

928 

307,840.44 

Wisconsin  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  *PNP,  Janesville 

25 

8,293.12 

Wisconsin  School  for  the  Visually  Handicapped  & Educational  Services 
for  the  Visually  Impaired,  Janesville 

41 

13,600.71 

WYOMING 

Wyoming  Department  of  Education,  Riverton 

142 

47,104.90 

Wyoming  Department  ol  Education,  *PNP,  Riverton 

37 

12,273.81 

Totals 

60,393 

20,033,844.71 
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Helping  Blind  People  Become 
More  Independent 

Across  the  U.S.,  people  who  are  blind 
and  visually  impaired  receive  accessible 
magazines  free-of-charge  from  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 
(APH).  APH’s  magazine  program, 
serving  Americans  for  over  85  years, 
is  possible  because  of  generous  donors 
from  all  walks  of  life. 


Accessible  Magazines 
Offered  by  APH  - FREE 
to  Eligible  Readers 

Braille  Reader’s  Digest‘d 

Since  1928,  our  nation’s  blind  citizens 
have  been  able  to  receive  Reader’s  Digesf 
in  braille  from  APH. 

Recorded  Reader’s  Digest® 

Reader’s  Digest®  m recorded  form  has 
been  offered  by  APH  since  1939. 

Newsweek®  Talking  Magazine 

Newsweek®  on  cassette  has  been  offered 
by  APH  since  1959.  Readers  rely  on 
the  in-depth  current  affairs  coverage 
contained  in  Newsweek. 


Magazine  Downloads  jm< 

rs,  Readers. 

Digest. 


Newsweek 


Downloadable  Magazines:  APH  is  proud  to 
offer  free  downloadable  Reader’s  Digest® 
and  Newsweek®  http://tech.aph.org/mags/ 
as  an  option  to  our  subscribers. 


Scholastic  News®  Series 

Weekly  Reader®  m both  braille  and  large 
print  started  in  1946  and  is  mailed  each 
week  to  hundreds  of  students.  Weekly 
Reader  is  now  Scholastic  News  — a fun 
and  highly  educational  magazine  series 
for  students  pre-K  through  grade  12. 


Thousands  of  students  across  the  U.S. 
receive  Scholastic  News®  each  week  in 
braille  and  large  print. 

With  the  support  of  our  donors,  we  are 
able  to  offer  Scholastic  News  at  the  same 
rate  as  the  regular  print  editions. 

Do  you  know  someone  who  might 
be  eligible  for  accessible  magazines? 
Contact  APH  for  more  information: 
1-800-223-1839  or 
magazines@aph.org. 

Braille  Tales 

APH  is  excited  to  share  the  joy  of  reading 
with  families  through  the  Braille  Tales 
program!  Braille  Tales  is  a print/braille 
book  program  for  preschoolers  who  are 
blind  and  visually  impaired.  Families 
are  sent  a free  book  every  other  month 
until  the  child  reaches  their  sixth  birthday. 
Parents  who  are  blind  and  visually 
impaired  and  have  a sighted  preschooler 
also  qualify  for  this  program. 

Braille  Tales  is  already  providing 
accessible  books  to  over  700  families 
with  children  under  age  six.  By  early 
2015,  the  program  will  increase 
enrollment  to  provide  850  families  with 
age-appropriate  stories.  Tliis  wouldn’t  be 
possible  without  the  generous  support 
of  donors  and  our  partnership  with  the 
Dollywood  Foundation  and  Dolly 
Partons  Imagination  Library. 


Braille  Tales  is 
benefitting  kids  like 
Layla,  4 years  old, 
from  North  Carolina. 

Early  literacy  skills 
are  crucial  to  every 
child’s  development 
and  APH  is  proud 
to  make  this  service 
accessible  to  families 
across  the  country. 

How  You  Can  Help 

There  are  several  ways  you  can  help 
visually  impaired  readers  receive  the 
essential  information  they  need: 

• Donate  Now  - Making  a gift  of  cash 
by  check  or  credit  card  is  often  the 
most  convenient  way  to  give  to  APH. 
Recurting  donations  make  an  even 
greater  impact.  Give  automatically 
by  arranging  a monthly,  secure 
Electronic  Eunds  Transfer  (EET) 
from  your  bank  account. 

• Tribute  and  Memorial  Gifts  - 

Honor  a friend  or  loved  one  by 
making  a special  donation  to  APH. 
Memorials,  honors,  and  celebrations 
such  as  birthdays,  anniversaries,  and 
weddings  are  acknowledged  with  a 
special  letter. 

• Combined  Federal  Campaign 
for  Federal  Employees  - APH  is  a 

member  of  the  national  Combined 
Federal  Campaign  (CFC),  which 
allows  employees  of  the  federal 
government  to  donate  to  nonprofit 
charities  through  automatic 
payroll  contributions.  APH  s CFC 
identification  number  is  #72990. 

• Naming  Opportunities  - You  can 

show  your  support  of  our  mission  by 
participating  in  a naming  opportunity 
— a chance  to  attach  your  name  or 
the  name  of  a loved  one  to  APH’s 
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Department  of  Development  (continued) 


history  in  support  of  its  future  (for 
example,  one  of  our  Talking  Book 
recording  studios  could  be  named  after 
a special  person  your  life). 

• Foundation/Corporate/Civic  Gifts 

- These  are  an  essential  component 
of  funding  for  APH’s  many  special 
programs. 

• Planned  Giving  - Donors  and  friends 
generously  give,  or  plan  to  give  to 
APH  through  their  will,  trust,  estate, 
insurance  policy  or  retirement  plan. 
Stocks  and  bonds  are  excellent  ways 
to  accomplish  charitable  intent  and 
the  donor  can  benefit  from  favorable 
personal  or  estate  tax  treatment. 

• Matching  gifts  from  participating 
corporations  can  greatly  extend  a 
monetary  gift.  Your  $100  gift  will 
become  $200!  APH  also  has  a matching 
gift  program  to  help  us  develop 
Science,  Technology,  Engineering  and 
Math  (STEM)  products. 

For  more  information  please  visit 
our  website  at  www.aph.org  or 
contact  us  at  1-888-295-2405  or 
developnient@aph.org. 

Receive  Lifetime  Income  and 
Tax  Breaks 

Caring  individuals  use  Charitable 
Gift  Annuities  (CGA)  to  provide 
major  financial  support  to  APH.  The 
Charitable  Gift  Annuity  is  a popular 
estate-planning  tool  that  provides 
income  for  life  and  favorable  tax  results. 
Features  include: 

• The  amounr  of  annual  income  is 
based  on  the  age  of  the  donor. 

• A portion  of  the  amount  transferred 
to  our  CGA  program  is  deductible 
as  a charitable  contribution  on  your 
federal  tax  return. 


• The  annuity  payment  is  fixed  at  the 
time  the  gift  is  made  and  will  not 
decrease. 

• You  receive  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  your  significant  gift 
helped  our  nation’s  children  and 
adults  who  are  blind. 

How  to  Receive  Gift  Annuity 
Information 

Contact  1-888-295-2405  or 
development@aph.org. 

View  a personalized,  no  obligation  web 
presentation  at  http;//aph.giftlegacy 
.com/  that  shows  the  income  and  tax 
benefit  of  setting  up  a gift  plan  using 
your  assets. 

Wills 

Remembering  APH  in  your  Will 
provides  a legacy  toward  our  mission 
of  helping  those  who  are  blind  and 
visually  impaired. 

There  are  a variety  of  ways  to  plan 
for  your  family  and  loved  ones  with  a 
will  or  living  trust.  We  offer  helpful 
presentations  on  wills  and  estate 
planning.  If  you  wish  to  make  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind  the 
recipient  of  a personal  bequest,  please 
use  our  full  name,  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

Living  Legacy  Society:  Donors  who 
have  informed  us  of  their  decision  to 
include  APH  in  their  Will  or  estate 
plans  have  the  opportunity  to  be 
recognized  as  members  of  our  1858 
Living  Legacy  Society.  Each  member’s 
medallion  is  custom  engraved  with  the 
donor’s  name  and  is  displayed  in  the 
foyer  of  The  Museum  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind. 

Always  consult  your  lawyer  before  making 
or  changing  your  Will. 


If  you  would  like  to  receive  further 
details,  or  an  obligation-free  proposal 
on  APH’s  Charitable  Gift  Annuity 
program  or  learn  more  about  Wills  and 
Estate  Planning,  please  call  us  toll  free 
at  1-888-295-2405  or  send  an  email  to 
development@aph.org. 

The  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,  Inc.  is  a 501(c)(3)  nonprofit 
organization.  Gifts  are  tax-deductible. 

®Registered  trademarks  of  The  Reader’s 
Digest  Association,  Inc.;  Newsweek, 
Inc.;  and  Scholastic,  Inc. 

Hall  of  Fame  for  Leaders  and 
Legends  of  the  Blindness  Field 

The  Hall  of  Fame 
for  Leaders  and 
Legends  of  the 
Blindness  Field 

is  dedicated 
to  preserving, 
honoring,  and 
promoting  the 
tradition  of  excellence  manifested  by  the 
specific  individuals  inducted  into  the 
Hall  of  Fame  and  through  the  history  of 
outstanding  services  provided  to  people 
who  are  blind  or  visually  impaired.  The 
Hall  of  Fame  is  a project  of  the  entire 
field  of  blindness.  It  is  curated  by  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind, 
a 501(c)(3)  tax-exempt  organization. 

The  Wall  of  Tribute  provides  the 
opportunity  to  permanently  honor  a 
person  or  organization  in  your  life  with 
an  engraved 
stone, 

while  at  the 
same  time 
supporting 
the  Hall  of 
Fame. 

Five  sizes  of  elegantly  inscribed  stones  are 
available  to  be  personalized  as  you  choose. 
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Revenue  Statement 


For  the  Years  Ended  September  30,  2014  and  2013 

The  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  (APH)  creates  educational, 
for  people  who  are  visually  impaired  or  blind. 

PRODUCTS  DISTRIBUTED  AND  SOLD: 

workplace,  and  life-style  products 

2014 

2013 

Braille 

$ 4,957,376 

$ 4,536,533 

Recording  and  Duplication 

2,604,116 

2,569,626 

Large  Type 

4,063,222 

4,792,622 

Educational  Aids 

9,866,140 

9,930,235 

Electronic  Products 

8,859,852 

8,315,675 

Other 

(1,148,930) 

(1,815,345) 

Total  Products  Sold 

$29,201,776 

$28,329,346 

OTHER  INCOME: 

2014 

2013 

Contributions 

$ 862,191 

$ 398,705 

Bequests 

2,276,830 

578,860 

Interest  and  Dividends 

2,060,268 

2,115,005 

Net  Gain  on  Investments 

7,340,278 

9,130,443 

Miscellaneous 

1,634,094 

1,590,025 

Total  Other  Income  (Loss) 

14,175,661 

$13,813,038 

TOTAL  REVENUE 

$43,375,437 

$42,142,384 
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Statements  of  Financial  Position 

September  30,  2014  and  2013 


2014 

2013 

ASSETS 

Cash  and  cash  equivalents 

$ 9,635,593 

$ 11,234,002 

Investments 

110,992,254 

99,601,199 

Investments,  the  use  of  which  is  limited 

4,063,417 

3,687,309 

Accounts  receivable,  trade,  net  of  allowance  for  bad  debts 

905,385 

920,867 

Government  programs  receivable 

4,216,686 

2,563,969 

Split-interest  agreements 

2,173,554 

2,171,127 

Inventories 

7,366,112 

8,695,892 

Prepaid  expenses 

177,488 

221,138 

Other  receivable 

1,132,000 

1,300,000 

Property  and  equipment,  net  of  accumulated  depreciation 

3,155,223 

2,903,778 

TOTAL  ASSETS 

$143,817,712 

$133,299,281 

LIABILITIES  AND  NET  ASSETS 

Liabilities 

Accounts  payable  and  customer  deposits 

$ 1,705,050 

$ 1,808,592 

Accrued  payroll 

328,276 

273,712 

Accrued  taxes  and  payroll  withholdings 

153,600 

142,077 

Accrued  vacation 

897,847 

864,806 

Annuities  payable 

1,403,978 

1,473,397 

Underfunded  benefit  plan  obligation 

11,787,084 

8,488,611 

Deferred  compensation  liability 

1,065,086 

966,318 

Other  accrued  expenses 

— 

77,800 

Total  Liabilities 

17,340,921 

14,095,313 

Net  Assets 

Unrestricted 

120,239,820 

1 13,345,532 

Temporarily  restricted 

4,114,598 

3,768,333 

Permanently  restricted 

2,122,373 

2,090,103 

Total  Net  Assets 

126,476,791 

1 19,203,968 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES  AND  NET  ASSETS 

$143,817,712 

$133,299,281 

Full  audited  financial  statements  are  available  on  request. 
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Statements  of  Activities 


Year  Ended  September  30,  2014 

Unrestricted 

Temporarily 

Restricted 

Permanently 

Restricted 

Total 

SUPPORT,  REVENUES  AND  GAINS 

Products  Distributed  and  Sold 

$ 29,201,776 

$ 

$ 

$ 29,201,776 

Contributions  and  Bequests 

3,136,594 

2,427 

- 

3,139,021 

Interest  and  Dividends 

1,995,014 

32,984 

32,270 

2,060,268 

Grants 

441,188 

- 

- 

441,188 

Gain  on  Investments 

6,969,716 

370,562 

- 

7,340,278 

Miscellaneous  Income 

1,192,906 

- 

- 

1,192,906 

Net  Assets  Released  from  Restrictions 

59,708 

(59,708) 

- 

- 

Total  Support,  Revenues  and  Gains 

42,996,902 

346,265 

32,270 

43,375,437 

EXPENSES 

Costs  of  Products  Distributed  and  Sold 

23,291,812 

- 

- 

23,291,812 

General  and  Administrative 

5,036,334 

- 

- 

5,036,334 

Program  Support 

3,343,281 

- 

- 

3,343,281 

Fund-Raising  and  Development 

708,431 

- 

- 

708,431 

Miscellaneous  Expense 

187,656 

- 

- 

187,656 

Investment  Fees 

236,627 

- 

- 

236,627 

Total  Expenses 

32,804,141 

- 

- 

32,804,141 

Net  Loss  lor  the  Retirement  Plan 

(3,298,473) 

- 

- 

(3,298,473) 

Change  in  Net  Assets 

6,894,288 

346,265 

32,270 

7,272,823 

Net  Assets,  Beginning  of  Year 

113,345,532 

3,768,333 

2,090,103 

119,203,968 

Net  Assets,  End  of  Year 

$120,239,820 

$4,114,598 

$2,122,373 

$126,476,791 
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Statements  of  Activities 

Year  Ended  September  30,  2013 


Unrestricted 

Temporarily 

Restricted 

Permanently 

Restricted 

Total 

SUPPORT,  REVENUES  AND  GAINS 

Products  Distributed  and  Sold 

$ 28,329,346 

$ 

$ 

$ 28,329,346 

Contributions  and  Bequests 

974,773 

2,792 

- 

977,565 

Interest  and  Dividends 

2,062,027 

23,191 

29,787 

2,115,005 

Grants 

512,246 

- 

- 

512,246 

Gain  on  Investments 

8,755,047 

375,396 

- 

9,130,443 

Miscellaneous  Income 

1,077,779 

- 

- 

1,077,779 

Net  Assets  Released  from  Restrictions 

142,794 

(142,794) 

- 

- 

Total  Support,  Revenues  and  Gains 

41,854,012 

258,585 

29,787 

42,142,384 

EXPENSES 

Costs  of  Products  Distributed  and  Sold 

23,519,440 

- 

- 

23,519,440 

General  and  Administrative 

4,722,135 

- 

- 

4,722,135 

Program  Support 

2,279,249 

- 

- 

2,279,249 

Fund-Raising  and  Development 

570,411 

- 

- 

570,411 

Miscellaneous  Expense 

221,152 

- 

- 

221,152 

Investment  Fees 

214,333 

- 

- 

214,333 

Total  Expenses 

31,526,720 

- 

- 

31,526,720 

Net  Income  for  the  Retirement  Plan 

1,155,434 

- 

- 

1,155,434 

Change  in  Net  Assets 

11,482,726 

258,585 

29,787 

11,771,098 

Net  Assets,  Beginning  of  Year 

101,862,806 

3,509,748 

2,060,316 

107,432,870 

Net  Assets,  End  of  Year 

$113,345,532 

$3,768,333 

$2,090,103 

$119,203,968 
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Statements  of  Cash  Flows 

Years  Ended  September  30,  2014  and  2013 


2014 

2013 

CASH  FLOWS  FROM  OPERATING  ACTIVITIES 

Cash  received  from  customers 

$27,556,698 

$25,597,907 

Cash  paid  to  suppliers,  employees,  and  others 

(30,605,341) 

(29,649,820) 

Cash  received  from  gifts  and  bequests 

3,131,681 

977,393 

Interest  and  dividends 

2,068,111 

2,051,858 

Other  income  and  support 

1,634,094 

1,590,025 

Net  cash  provided  by  operating  activities 

3,785,243 

567,363 

CASH  FLOWS  FROM  INVESTING  ACTIVITIES 

Proceeds  from  sales  of  marketable  securities 

5,625,374 

14,518,969 

Purchase  of  marketable  securities 

(10,052,259) 

(8,614,050) 

Purchase  of  property  and  equipment 

(892,261) 

(390,656) 

Net  cash  provided  by  (used  in)  investing  activities 

(5,319,146) 

5,514,263 

CASH  FLOWS  FROM  FINANCING  ACTIVITIES 

Proceeds  from  contributions  restricted  for  investment 

subject  to  annuity  agreements 

36,664 

49,170 

Payments  of  annuity  obligations 

(101,170) 

(106,520) 

Net  cash  (used  in)  provided  by  financing  activities 

(64,506) 

(57,350) 

Increase  (decrease)  in  cash  and  cash  equivalents 

(1,598,409) 

6,024,276 

Cash  and  cash  equivalents,  beginning  of  year 

11,234,002 

5,209,726 

Cash  and  cash  equivalents,  end  of  year 

$ 9,635,593 

$11,234,002 
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Statements  of  Cash  Flows  (continued) 


Years  Ended  September  30,  2014  and  2013 

2014 

2013 

RECONCILIATION  OF  CHANGE  IN  NET  ASSETS 
TO  NET  CASH  PROVIDED  BY  OPERATING  ACTIVITIES 

Change  in  net  assets 

$7,272,823 

$11,771,098 

Adjustments: 

Depreciation 

640,816 

642,273 

Unrealized  (gain)  loss  on  investments  held 

(4,089,501) 

(5,627,094) 

Realized  gain  on  investments 

(3,250,777) 

(3,503,349) 

Allowance  for  bad  debts 

- 

4,924 

(Decrease)  increase  in  cash  due  to  changes  in: 

Accounts  receivable,  trade 

15,482 

(230,617) 

Other  receivable 

168,000 

- 

Government  programs  receivable 

(1,652,717) 

(2,563,969) 

Split-interest  agreements 

(2,427) 

(2,792) 

Inventories 

1,329,780 

1,375,231 

Prepaid  expenses 

43,650 

(99,402) 

Accounts  payable  and  customer  deposits 

(103,542) 

(65,852) 

Accrued  expenses 

197,896 

291,926 

Annuities  payable 

(4,913) 

2,620 

Underfunded  benefit  plan  obligation 

3,298,473 

(1,155,434) 

Other  accrued  expenses 

(77,800) 

(272,200) 

Net  cash  provided  by  operating  activities 

$3,785,243 

$ 567,363 

APH  Annual  Reporf  20 1 4 I 41 


Schedules  of  Costs 


Schedules  of  Costs  of  Products  Distributed,  General  and  Administrative, 
Program  Support,  Fund-Raising,  and  Development  Functional  Expenses 


Year  Ended  September  30,  2014 


Program  A 

Program  B 

Fund-Raising 

Development 

Total 

Costs  of  materials  and  production 

$ 

$14,689,481 

$ 31,600 

$ 

$ 14,721,081 

Labor  costs 

188,181 

11,515,363 

320,961 

57,991 

12,082,496 

Supplies 

5,457 

913,747 

4,407 

650 

924,261 

Dues  and  subscriptions 

942 

94,134 

2,641 

300 

98,017 

Travel 

2,637 

154,407 

8,712 

940 

166,696 

Professional  service  fees 

3,538 

1,968,633 

133,879 

1,750 

2,107,800 

Legal  fees 

- 

20,392 

33 

- 

20,425 

Public  relations 

2,254 

64,692 

12,006 

42 

78,994 

Public  education 

3,761 

19,806 

1,400 

111 

25,078 

LJtilities  and  telephone 

14 

430,675 

334 

51 

431,074 

Postage 

436 

160,403 

95,084 

3,995 

259,918 

Equipment  rental  and  maintenance 

360 

606,269 

26,577 

1,239 

634,445 

Insurance 

2,500 

88,417 

- 

- 

90,917 

Depreciation 

15,701 

625,115 

- 

- 

640,816 

Rent 

16,800 

(16,800) 

- 

- 

- 

Other 

18,745 

75,367 

3,236 

492 

97,840 

Total  Program  Expenses 

$261,326 

$31,410,101 

$640,870 

$67,561 

$32,379,858 

Program  A:  APH  Museum 

Program  B:  Production,  support,  and  administrative  expenses  related  to  producing  products  tor  people  who  are  blind  and  visually  impaired. 
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Schedules  of  Costs  (continued) 

Schedules  of  Costs  of  Products  Distributed,  General  and  Administrative, 
Program  Support,  Fund-Raising,  and  Development  Functional  Expenses 


Year  Ended  September  30,  2013 


Program  A 

Program  B 

Fund-Raising 

Development 

Total 

Costs  of  materials  and  production 

$ 

$14,667,973 

$ 36,500 

$ 

$14,704,473 

Labor  costs 

189,117 

11,067,630 

224,010 

42,894 

11,523,651 

Supplies 

4,018 

713,619 

8,785 

1,225 

727,647 

Dues  and  subscriptions 

764 

33,979 

1,355 

175 

36,273 

Travel 

4,630 

99,488 

7,158 

2,475 

113,751 

Professional  service  fees 

2,633 

1,313,781 

135,779 

1,160 

1,453,353 

Legal  fees 

- 

9,871 

2,394 

450 

12,715 

Public  relations 

2,220 

61,238 

1,117 

135 

64,710 

Public  education 

2,865 

17,702 

981 

175 

21,723 

Utilities  and  telephone 

9 

445,111 

204 

51 

445,375 

Postage 

668 

195,034 

73,217 

910 

269,829 

Equipment  rental  and  maintenance 

7,114 

817,771 

20,640 

3,948 

849,473 

Insurance 

2,500 

72,920 

- 

65 

75,485 

Depreciation 

17.574 

624,699 

- 

- 

642,273 

Rent 

16,800 

(16,800) 

- 

- 

- 

Other 

8,661 

137,235 

4,510 

98 

150,504 

Total  Program  Expenses 

$259,573 

$30,261,251 

$516,650 

$53,761 

$31,091,235 

Program  A:  APH  Museum 

Program  B:  Production,  support,  and  administrative  expenses  related  to  producing  products  for  people  who  are  blind  and  visually  impaired. 
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Featured  APH  Products  Released  During  Fiscal  Year  2014 


APH’s  product  lines  uphold  our  mission  and  include  a wide  variety  of  unique  educational  and  daily  living  items. 
Here  are  a few  more  examples. 


Games  of  Squares 


Games  of  Squares  is  an  educational  and  fun  product  offered 
by  APH.  The  8x8  inch  grid  board  enables  players  to  choose 
from  a variety  of  new  and  iconic  board  games.  The  game 
pieces  have  distinct  shapes,  colors,  and  textures  to  facilitate 
visual  and  tactile  discrimination.  There  are  seven  games  to 
choose  from  or  users  can  create  their  own  games. 


Visual  Brailler 


Visual  Brailler  is  a simple  braillewriter  and  editor  for  the 
Apple®  iPad  and  iPad  mini®.  This  app  features  an  on-screen 
six-dot  keyboard  and  can  scroll  to  display  an  indefinite 
number  of  40-cell  simulated  braille  lines.  Visual  Brailler 
supports  any  braille  code  and  is  compatible  with  refreshable 
braille  display  input  and  output  devices  such  as  APH’s 
Refreshabraille  18. 


CONCEPT  BOOKS 

TEXTURES 


1M6W 


FI  ip- Over  Concept  Books:  TEXTURES 

The  Flip-Over  Concept  Book  series  provides 
interactive,  independent  learning  for  young 
children  as  they  develop  early  tactile  concepts 
and  skills.  TEXTURES  features  tactile  panels 
in  an  assortment  of  colors  and  patterns  that 
encourage  the  child  to  discriminate  subtle 
textural  differences.  The  «oal  of  this  book  is  to 

C* 

match  three  adjacent  panels  that  are  embo.ssed 
with  the  same  textured  pattern. 
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Cover  Image  Features:  Address:  Earth,  Section  2 

APH  helps  students  enter  a world  of  accessible  learning  with  products  such  as  Address:  Earth,  a large 
format  color  atlas  that  meets  70  readability  guidelines  developed  tor  users  with  low  vision  and/or  color 
perception  problems.  Address:  Earth,  Section  2 was  released  during  fiscal  year  2014. 
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1 839  Frankfort  Avenue  | Louisville,  Kentucky  | 40206  | USA 
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